








Select Board Meeting
Monday – 03/02/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as noted on the attendance sheet attached to these minutes. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Bill Ames. 

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #41 for $17,208.36 and Warrant #42 for $552,364.76 as presented. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Pete Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to process the $5,000.00 payable to the SCVFD. 

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 01/26/2009 and 02/16/2009 meetings as presented. 

The Chair decided to move directly into a discussion with Jeff Goggin, Chairperson of the China Recreation Committee, and representatives of the football league and parents of football players. The discussion led to two decisions. 

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to ask voters in June 2009 to appropriate an amount up to $4,000.00 for the purpose of building an addition to the sports storage garage building to create a separate area for football to store equipment, and if necessary, to change into uniforms. The Board asked Jeff Goggin to provide information on how many people China’s recreation program serves, how many are from China, and how the recreation budget is allocated among activities. An initial request from the Recreation Committee to put this item on the March Town Business Meeting Warrant was delayed so that there could be more discussion on the topic and to consider the June ballot as the more appropriate time to request funds. Sharing of the space in the small garage building with other sports teams has created a space crunch and the potential for problematic situations if used for a changing area for football players. 








On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0-1(MacDonald) to authorize the Town Manager to draft a letter to Erskine Academy saying that if Erskine offers football as a high school sport, the team would be allowed to play its home games on China’s town fields. That arrangement, if accepted, would be subject to review after one year. The football coaches and parents attending the meeting noted that they have asked Erskine Academy repeatedly to field a football team again as they have in the past. They said they hoped that offering the use of town fields will be an inducement. Practices would still be conducted at Erskine. Football coaches Shane Roberts and Andy Burgess said that the present football program is for elementary and high-school students. They estimated that over 200 participants, abou 30 of them in high school.  

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Town Business Meeting Dates, Saturday, March 28, 2009 (“Snow Date” – Saturday, 	April 4, 2009, 9:00 AM, Refreshments at 8:30AM): The Town Manager noted the date, time, and place of the Town Business Meeting for public information purposes.
· Municipal Bids for the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year: The Town Manager noted that he had sent out the paving bids and will send out the plowing and sanding and equipment and materials bids in the near future. 
· Public Hearing on the RSU #18 Budget – Wednesday, April 29, 2009 at 6:00 p.m., at 	the CMS ( Other scheduled meetings): The time, date, and place of the meeting was noted for public information. It was also noted that there would be a couple of budget building sessions prior to the Public Hearing at which residents may have input into the process. One of the budget building sessions is scheduled to be held in China. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Recycling Initiatives, Wooden Nickels, Etc.: Recycling Coordinator Neil Farrington noted that he is looking into a grant opportunity which would provide funds to promote recycling. The grant program is sponsored by the Maine State Planning Office and will require local matching funds. The deadline for the submittal of the grant is March 28, 2009. 
· Implementation Committee (Comprehensive Plan) Discussion: Chairperson Irene L. Belanger noted that she would like to have past Planning Board members Scott Rollins and Larry Rancourt at the next meeting to discuss how they may participate on the proposed implementation committee. 











· Foreclosed Upon Properties: On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to direct the Town Manager to proceed with the demolition and disposal of the building, if possible within two weeks, and clean up, after the snow melts, of the property located at Map 13, Lot 019 on the Weeks Mills Road. The funds needed are to be appropriated from the “Contingency Fund” and said fund to be reimbursed, if appropriate, from the proceeds of the sale of the property. The Board will decide later on the disposition of the 1.06 acres of land.  

On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to sell by sealed bid the other three properties the town now owns through the tax lien and foreclosure process. It is understood that a minimum price that would cover back taxes, fees, and interest would be a condition in the bid process. The list of the properties with associated information is on file at the town office.  


New Business:
· Public Comment: Representative H. David Cotta commented that he attended the meeting to discuss the dissolution agreement proposed and related to the sale of China’s interest in the SU#52 building and business personal property. He commented that the town should be looking at the legislation in the school consolidation process before making the final decision on dissolution.  
· Bradley Island – Selectperson Neil Farrington and KWD Meeting Minutes 	Reference: Selectperson Neil Farrington noted that the KWD trustees have noted their interest in acquiring town-owned Bradley Island in the West Basin of China Lake. A majority of the Select Board asked Selectperson Neil Farrington to pursue whether or not the Kennebec Water District has interest in discussing the possibility of swapping the island for shore frontage on both sides of the “Narrows” to provide public access to China Lake. 
· Appointments – RSU Superintendent Search Committee, FirstPark Representation: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the resignation of Elwood Ellis from the position of China Representative to FirstPark. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Roger Poulin to be a Town of China representative in FirstPark to replace Elwood Ellis. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-1(MacDonald) to appoint Charles Clark to the Search Committee for a new superintendent for RSU#18. On











 a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 3-0-2(Belanger/MacDonald) to appoint Irene L. Belanger to the Search Committee for a new superintendent for RSU#18.  


On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   


