





Select Board Meeting
Monday – 07/20/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, and Neil Farrington. Others present were Stephen Turlo, Debra L. Morse, Scott A. Pierz, Tom Watson, Elwood Ellis, Jim Hart, Lucky Farrell, Al Althenn, Carol White, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Scott A. Pierz.

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #3 for $23,579.56 and Warrant #4 for $109,447.92 as presented.

The Select Board agreed to deliberate on the minutes of the 07/08/2009, 07/13/2009, and 07/20/2009 meetings at the 08/03/2009 scheduled meeting.  

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees Appointments  – China Comprehensive Plan: The Board decided to wait until Chairperson Irene L. Belanger returns to meetings after a foot operation.
· One Room School House: The Town Manager noted that Boyd Snowden of Snowden Consulting Engineers will soon have phosphorous control number calculations so that the town can apply for a conditional use permit with the China Planning Board for placement of the one room school house. It is expected that the town will be on the PB agenda during the first week in August.  
· Bradley Island: The Board decided to discuss the proposed sale of Bradley Island to a later time.
· RSU#18 Updates – Elwood Ellis and Dee Pizzo: Elwood Ellis, one of China’s two members on the RSU#18 Board, provided the Select Board with a progress report on the activities since China joined with Sidney, Rome, Oakland, and Belgrade to form the new Regional School Unit #18. Select Board members wanted to be assured that China’s interests are being well represented on the new Board. Mr. Ellis asserted that the next two years could be very costly because of projected low revenues and projected cuts in State subsidies. Selectperson Paul MacDonald wanted to know how the new promethean boards were funded and also wanted a report on the savings resulting from recent energy upgrades by Honeywell.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.








· Foreclosure Sales –Weeks Mills Road Property: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0 to sell the Weeks Mills Road property to the highest legitimate bidder that conforms to the town’s regulations. The highest bidder was Lucky Farrell for $18,210.00.  
· Credit Card Acceptance – Proposal: The Board wanted more time to better understand the costs of the various options when accepting debit and credit cards. It will be discussed at a later meeting. 
· Recycling Coordinator: Selectperson Neil Farrington discussed the options for processing plastic, cardboard and metal recyclables. He also touched on the requirements to participate in the recycling art contest. 
· Code Enforcement Issues – Citations:
      Dangerous Building – Administrative Consent to Participate Agreement 	Execution/Other: The Board attempted to execute an Administrative Consent to Participate Agreement with Mr. Carol White to have the town’s and Mr. White’s debris chipped in order to make it economically beneficial to Mr. White. After repeated arguments about wording at the last Select Board meeting, the Board wanted to try an additional time to come to an agreement with Mr. White on the removal of debris on his property in the China Village area. Mr. White finally stated, “I will not sign any draft agreement presented to me by this Board due to the way I have been treated.” On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 3-1(Austin) to take all earlier offers off the table and to forward all files on to the town’s attorney and to file a complaint against Mr. White under the Dangerous Buildings Statute.   
      Dangerous Building – Proposed CEO Action: C.E.O. Scott Pierz reported on owners of two other buildings to which dangerous buildings laws might apply. He noted that the owners have secured the buildings after receiving warnings from his office. Both buildings will continue to be monitored. 
· Obscenity Ordinance Draft and Consideration – Disposition: The Town Manager noted that discussion of the proposed Obscenity Ordinance will be on the July 28, 2009 Planning Board agenda and August 3, 2009 Select Board agenda. The Select Board hopes to finalize a document to present to the voters at the November 2009 election. 
· Appointments – Open Space Committee: The residents interested in being appointed to the Open Space Committee changed their mind because of busy schedules. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· South China Boat Landing – John Blais and CRLA: Jim Hart, representing the China Region Lakes Alliance noted that the Youth Conservation Corps has worked on the upper part of the road to the boat launch. He went on to say, however, that the launch area is essentially a dirt road with
an end directly into China Lake. He asserted that there are significant sediment plumes that form after heavy rains. Mr. Hart suggested options of closing the landing, limiting the area to carry-in canoes and kayaks, or improving the road with water diversion measures and concrete bars on the lake bottom. Mr. Hart also talked about the need for monitoring the boat traffic to eliminate the






entry of invasive aquatic species from entering China Lake. Selectperson Joann C. Austin commented that the landing is very important to the South China Village area residents and that she would like to keep it open as long as anyone uses it. She added that limiting it to carry-ins would leave some people without convenient lake access. The Board noted it would welcome information from residents on the use of the landing. A committee may be set up later to consider the issue.
· 2009-2010 Municipal Tax Commitment: The Town Manager noted that the commitment would be considered tat the next regularly scheduled meeting. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and signed an informational summary on the 2009-2010 estimated tax rate which is to be included as an insert in the Town Line. The Town Manager noted that the mil rate may increase to as high as 11.7mils. Selectperson Neil Farrington translated that to be about a 15% increase over last year. The main drivers of the increase are in the local cost for education and the County Budget.  
· 4-Way Stop Signs – South China Village Area (Village Street, Old Windsor Road, and Jones 	Road): The Board discussed whether or not to install four way stop signs in the Couth China Village area. They did not make any decisions on the matter but indicated they would welcome feedback from residents. Hannaford Bros. Inc. officials promised to provide the town with a study of the post opening traffic patterns in the area.  
· Youth Activity Center – China Old Town Office: Selectperson Neil Farrington feels that a youth activities center could be set up in the basement area of the old town office. He feels that this would be a good outlet for those who may not prefer sports or Boy Scouts or other existing organizations and it would serve as positive option for their collective energies. Mr. Farrington envisioned adult supervised activities chosen by the participants, funded by donations and supervised by volunteers in a non-profit organization.  

In other business, the Board discussed four additional items; the traffic sensitivities associated with the traffic generated by the Food Pantry during operating hours, approved of publicity for the 2009-2010 mil rate in the form of an insert into the Town Line, and MDOT roadside signs, and vandalism in the area. The Town Manager will visit the owners of the Food Pantry, have the town’s speed sign posted in the area, and have the town’s police officer, James Lane stop by the Food Pantry on Saturdays around noontime. The MDOT is going to install some roadside signs in the near future; a speed limit sign on the Alder Park Road and another informational sign near the Food Pantry.  

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 8:51pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board




