Select Board Meeting
08/07/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Judd Thompson, Mary Grow, Dr. Ralph and Debbie Hocking, Paul MacDonald, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Judd Thompson.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #5 for $20,805.76 and Warrant #6 for $470,543.73 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/24/06 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program Applications: It was noted that the forms, telephone numbers, and Web addresses needed for information and to apply for this program are available at the town office. This program is one of many ways of targeting funds from the State to Maine residents. All residents were encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. An insert explaining the program was included in the Town Line.
· BETR – Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Applications: It was noted that this program was another way the State is targeting tax relief to businesses and encouraging businesses to expand. All information necessary to apply for the program is available at the town office.
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation – Resident Notice of Timing of 
Revaluation and Acceptance of Comments: The Town Manager noted that a communication was sent to the Select Board with a summary of the Revaluation process and also included in an insert in the Town Line mailed to residents.










Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Judd Thompson – China Lake Outlet Stream Dam: Representative Thompson inquired about the responsibility and liability and emergency plans in case the local area gets a substantial enough amount of rainfall in a short time period to cause flooding around China Lake and adjacent to the outlet stream. It was commented that the BEP sets the lake level through a Board Order and that the Town of Vassalboro administers the BEP Board Order. It was unclear which entity would be ultimately responsible. 
· November Referendum Ballot Items – China School Items: The Town Manager noted that there would probably be two items recommended by the School Committee for inclusion on the November Referendum Ballot. One involved the approval of an application for Revolving Renovation Funds for the improvements currently being made at the China Middle School. The other would be a straw poll relating to resident preference in Major Capital Improvement alternatives. A copy of the two recommended Articles will be provided to the Select Board at the next meeting. Selectperson Joann C. Austin commented that voters may be confused by having the two questions on the same ballot. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Municipal Tax Commitment – Mil Rate Reduction – Tax Bills Sent Out: It was noted that tax bills have been sent out and that the mil rate has decreased by 1.14 mils. 
· Kennebec Valley Community Action Program HEAP Appointments: Residents were again encouraged to apply now to the Kennebec Valley Community Action Program for next winter’s heating assistance. 
· Pole Location Permit – CMP – Neck Road: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to sign and approve a document authorizing CMP to locate a pole on the Neck Road.
· Red Light Application: On a motion by Selectperson Irene l. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to authorize a red light application.  
· Executive Session – Personnel: There was not any Executive Session. 

It was noted that nomination papers for local elections are available at the town office; for three Select Board positions, one School Committee position, three Planning Board positions, and all seven Budget Committee positions.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 8:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
