Select Board Meeting

08/11/03

7:00 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Leslie French, the Board voted 3-1(Austin) to open the meeting at 7:03 pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann Austin, Tiffany Glidden, and Leslie French. Others present were Scott Pierz, Sheldon Goodine, Joan and Ralph Hocking, Reb Manthey, Jamie Pitney, David Landry, Rachael and Henry Bourque, Al Althenn, Sarah Flaks, Elwood Ellis, Neil Farrington, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #5 for $466,841.98 as presented. 

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Leslie French, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/02/03 and 07/22/03 Select Board meetings as amended and to accept the minutes of the 07/28/03 Select Board meeting as written. 

Manager’s Report:
· Tax Bills – Sent Out and Due Dates: It was noted that the 2003-2004 tax bills have been sent out. The due dates are 09/30/03 and 03/31/04. Interest will accrue at 7% on 10/01/03 and 04/01/04 for the respective payments. Address corrections have been made on some of the returned tax bills.

· November Ballot – Time Line for Articles/Nomination Papers: Nomination papers have been available since last week. There are openings in two Select Board seats, three Planning Board seats, and one School Committee seat. The last regularly scheduled Select Board meeting at which to accept and review articles for the November ballot is September 8, 2003. The last day of acceptance of nomination papers and articles for possible inclusion on the November ballot is September 19, 2003. Acceptance of articles latter than September 8, 2003 would require a special Select Board meeting. The Town Manager noted that there might be a need to hold the election at the China Middle School because of a potential high turnout. A number of contentious items could be on the ballot.








 

· K.V.C.A.P. – Heating Assistance Applications – Visit to China: It was noted that K.V.C.A.P. representatives will be in China on Thursday, September 18, 
2003 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm to register citizens for fuel assistance. A resident must call K.V.C.A.P. in advance to set up an appointment. Income guidelines are available in the town office. 

· Ball Field Lighting Project: The first game played under the new lighting at the ball fields was played on 08/06/03. Other games under the lights are scheduled for this week and next week. WABI-TV covered the initial ball game and broadcast extremely favorable comments. The Town Manager said that the adult softball league has paid $600.00 to the town for utility services. 

· Summer Road Projects – Update: Most of the needed ditching has been done on the Dirigo Road in preparation for paving. There may be a need for replacement of a few culverts. Obligatory erosion control practices have been done. Blasting has been done on the Wing and Back Deer Hill Roads. Excavation and the application of gravel are currently being done on the Wing and Back Deer Hill Roads. There have been very few calls regarding the projects. Hydro seeding has been done on steep embankments. 

· Snow Plowing Contracts: The bids for snow plowing contracts have been advertised. The contracts are for three years and bids are due back in the town office on or before 09/04/03 at 1:00 pm. 

Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this point in the meeting.

Old Business:

· Waiver Form for Use with Partial Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Payments – Mr. Charles Bosse: On a motion by Selectperson Leslie French and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 4-0 to enter into a new R.E. and P.P. tax payment arrangement with Mr. Bosse. 

· China Lake Level Hearing – August 21, 2003 – Designation of Spokesperson/Representative for the Town: The Board spent a good deal of time discussing the possibility of taking a position in the lake level issue. There was also dialogue about who the Board would appoint to represent the town at the B.E.P. Water Level Hearing on August 21, 2003. There were questions about the responsibilities of the designated representative(s) and what the representative(s) might say. It was noted that the Town of China has time allotted during the morning part of the meeting in Augusta. On a motion by Selectperson Leslie French and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted 









3-1(Fitzgerald)-1(Chair) to appoint Selectperson Joann Austin and Town Manager Dan L’Heureux as spokespersons for China at the B.E.P. hearing. 


New Business:

· Phosphorous Study Committee – China Water Quality Protection Ordinance: C.E.O. Scott Pierz gave a summary of the work done by the committee to date and noted that a proposed draft of the ordinance is available. There will be a public hearing at the Planning Board meeting scheduled for Tuesday evening, 08/12/03. Selectperson Leslie French asked why the ordinance did not include the Sheepscot watershed. It was noted that the current ordinance does not cover the Sheepscot watershed and that the proposed one is a modification of the current ordinance. There were other questions about the timing of a ballot question, watershed delineation, grandfathering and new construction, and the potential of limitations passed on to new owners. Elwood Ellis asked that a recommendation of the Select Board be put the ballot associated with the main question. 

· Pole Location Permit: The Board signed a pole location permit for the installation of a CMP/Unitel Inc. pole on the Dutton Road.

· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day: It was announced that November 8, 2003 will be the designated day and that China may be considered as a satellite collection depot. 

· Hospice Volunteering Training: It was noted that the Hospice Volunteers of Kennebec Valley would be conducting a nine week training program from September to November. 

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(Chair) to adjourn at 9:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board 






