Public Hearing
12/12/05

6:30 PM

Minutes:

Petition by the KWD to the IF&W Regarding a Proposed Ban on Vehicular Traffic in the West Basin of China Lake in the Winter: The Public Hearing was declared open at 6:30pm by Selectperson Joann C. Austin. The Select Board decided to hold this public hearing to obtain feedback on a request that KWD officials plan to make to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. The request KWD is proposing, KWD General Manager Jeffrey LaCasse explained, is for a ban of road vehicles on the West Basin of China Lake in order to minimize the risk of cars and trucks going through the ice and polluting China Lake. China Lake is the primary water source for KWD. Several residents spoke against the ban noting that cars and trucks are used for ice fishing and the risk of a vehicle going through the ice is very minimal. Mr. LaCasse indicated that he consults with local officials as a courtesy. He went on to say that the KWD represents many people including the residents it serves and the people who may use their facilities like those traveling to Waterville to go the hospitals. The petition is scheduled to be presented to the IF&W on December 13 and it is expected that the IF&W will hold a public hearing on the KWD request early next year. 
Mr. LaCasse pointed out several items about Maine lakes: that four other Maine lakes that serve as water supplies have State enacted prohibitions of cars and trucks on the whole lake; that Sebago Lake has a limited restricted area; and that over one hundred lakes actually are water supplies without having any restrictions. The public hearing was closed at 7:08pm by Selectperson Joann C. Austin.   
Select Board Meeting
12/12/05

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Jon Van Bourg, Jeff LaCasse, Paul MacDonald, David Hamilton, George Hamilton, Bill Pettipas, Bill Cook, Zach Walter, Tyler Dyer, Justin Cook, Ronald
McLaggan, Scott A. Pierz, Sally Riordan, Roy Gower, Judd Thompson, Mary Grow, and








the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by State Representative Judd Thompson.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #23 for $18,574.64 and Warrant #24 for $680,272.27 as presented. 
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 12/12/05 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Communications:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time. 
· Transfer Station Scales & Compost Bin and Kitchen Pail Offering: It was noted that the compost bin and kitchen pail offering will be presented to residents as an insert in the Town Line newspaper at the end of the month.
· One Room School House in Weeks Mills – Status: The Town Manager informed the Board that Steve Coombs should be able to complete the stabilization process by the end of the week.

Unfinished Business:

· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Petition by the KWD to the IF&W Regarding a Proposed Ban on Vehicular Traffic in the West Basin of China Lake in the Winter: The Board deliberated about items discussed in the public meeting held earlier on the same topic. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to recommend not to support the KWD’s request to ban cars and trucks on the West Basin of China Lake and to recommend no change in the current status concerning the use of cars and trucks on China Lake. 
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam Control Meeting at KWD - Discussion Topic: The Select Board deliberated about the Town of Vassalboro’s request for consideration by China and the KWD of shared responsibility for the China Lake outlet dam. The China Town Manager and Selectpersons Neil Farrington and Elwood Ellis represented China at a December 7, 2005 meeting of the three respective groups. There was agreement to have the town managers and Mr. Jeff LaCasse meet again in January. Selectperson Neil Farrington restated his opinion that any discussions about the dam include a study of the China Lake wetlands, an 









idea which other Board members supported. Some of the discussion digressed to the topic of water quality.  
· Shoreland Septic System Compliance Program Initiative – Letter Review: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to approve a draft letter to be sent to shoreland residents asking for information on septic systems and to proceed with the Septic System Compliance Program as recommended by the China Planning Board. The letter explains that the town’s goal is to develop a replacement program for systems that are malfunctioning or found to harm water quality. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Kennebec Sheriff’s Office – Mike Tuminaro: It was noted that Trooper Tuminaro will attend the meeting scheduled for January 9, 2005 to update the Board on the services the KSO is providing the residents of China. 
· 2006-2007 Municipal Budget Timeline to Business Town Meeting & Select

Board Meeting Schedule – December, January: The Board decided to hold the next regularly scheduled meeting on January 9, 2006 and to have a morning meeting on December 30, 2005 for the sole purpose of signing the payables and payable warrants. The Board will begin the 2006-2007 municipal budget deliberations at that meeting. The Town Manager will present the Board with a draft budget proposal.
· Kennebec Valley Humane Society Service Contract, January 06 to 
January 07: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to renew the contract with the Kennebec Valley Humane Society which runs from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessments: There were not any abatements or supplemental assessments to process at this time.
· Maine E-Waste Law: A brochure describing the most recent laws on e-waste disposal was handed out to the Board. The town is currently processing some limited e-waste at the transfer station through a contract agreement with a licensed vendor.
Executive Session: 
· Applications for Property Tax Exemption (Or Abatement): The applicants were not available and the respective sessions are going to be rescheduled for a date in the near future.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
