







Public Hearing – November Ballot Items - 
10/12/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
6:30 PM
	Ordinance Prohibiting Obscenity 
	Shoreland Zoning Ordinance 
	Floodplain Management Ordinance

Chairperson Irene L. Belanger opened the Public Hearing on the three local ballot questions at 6:30 p.m. The referenda ask voters if they want to adopt a new ordinance prohibiting obscenity, amend shoreland zoning regulations to conform to state standards, and update the floodplain management ordinance. There were not any public questions or comments. The Chair closed the public hearing at 6:54 p.m.

Public Hearing – November Ballot Items - 
10/12/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
6:55 PM
 2009-2010 General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A, B, and C

Chairperson Irene L. Belanger opened the Public Hearing at 6:55 p.m. The appendices adjust the overall, food, and housing maximums in the town’s ordinance. There were not any public questions or comments. The Chair closed the public hearing at 6:59 p.m. 

Select Board Meeting 
10/12/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM
Minutes

Moment of Silence – Carolyn Ballantyne: The Chair asked for a moment of silence for the late Carolyn Ballantyne. 

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Samantha Belanger, Carrol White, Jeff McClellan, David Herard, Norman Black, Stephen Turlo, Mary Grow and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Norman Black.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #17 for $17,020.59 and Warrant #18 for $347,179.03 as presented.











On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/28/2009 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time. Neck Road resident Carrol White brought a proposed agreement he wrote himself under which the remains of his fallen-down barn in the China Village area of town would be chipped and removed, at his expense, the next time the town-hired chipping contractor is at the China transfer station. Because of a pending court case, the Select Board did not take any action and indicated they would refer it to the town’s attorney.
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Date, Time, Place: The Town Manager noted that there will be an HHW Collection Day held on Saturday, October 17, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon time at the Airport Road in Waterville near the bus terminal. He went on to note that participants need to pre-register to participate. An insert in the Town Line newspaper advertised the offering. More information can be obtained by calling the town office or transfer station. The Board asked the Town Manager to determine how many televisions could be taken to the HHW collection site without charge.
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees Meetings – China Comprehensive Plan – 	Next Meeting Date, Wednesday,  October 21, 2009: The date, time, and place of the next meeting was announced.
· Other Comprehensive Plan Committee Meetings/Updates: It was noted that the Open Space committee will meet again on Wednesday 4, 2009 in the town office meeting room at 6:00 p.m. Mary Grow will also give a guided tour of Thurston Park to interested members on Sunday, October 25, 2009. Interested parties will meet at the town office at 1:00 p.m. on that day. It was also noted that the Library Services committee will meet again on Wednesday, October 28, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in the town office. 
· Mutual Aid Agreement – Weeks Mills Fire Department – Discussion: Weeks Mills Volunteer Fire Department representatives David Herard, Jeff McClellan, and Norman Black joined the Select Board for a half hour discussion of a proposed mutual aid agreement with Somerville. David Herard explained that Weeks Mills, like surrounding departments, already has verbal mutual aid agreements with other towns. He said a main reason to put an agreement in writing is to improve scores on federal grant applications. There was debate on whether the agreement should have a time limit. Norman Black pointed out that in addition to Somerville’s equipment and members helping in China when needed, Somerville also provides a “burn house” for training. By consensus the agreement is to be for a year with renewals if everyone is satisfied.  









· One Room School House Progress Report: The Town Manager noted that the town is waiting for the Maine Historical Preservation Commission’s findings on the project and he hopes that bid specifications will be sent out in the next couple of weeks. He went on to note that there might be seasonal factors that determine how much of the project will be able to be completed this fall.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator
	Regional Recycling: Selectperson Neil Farrington asked the Board to endorse an initiative which would allow surrounding communities to bring their recyclables to the China Transfer Station. The Board came to a consensus after a good deal of discussion on how this would impact China. Non-residents will have to sign in before depositing their recyclables. The Board and Town Manager also discussed seeking volunteers who may be seeking community service credit to check stickers on vehicles entering the transfer station.
· November Ballot Items – State Ballot – Absentee Ballots
	State Ballot Questions – Tabor and Excise Taxes – Board Position: It was noted that reducing excise taxes on vehicles newer than six years old and eliminating them for three years on hybrids and other fuel-efficient vehicles would cost China about $260,000.00 in revenues. China uses excise taxes to fund the entire highway budget. The Town Manager commented that he does not feel reducing road maintenance is a good idea, given the number of residents who work out of town and the miles school buses travel. To compensate for the revenue loss from the proposed reduction in excise taxes, it would require a property tax increase of about 60 cents for each $1,000.00 of valuation. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to adopt a Resolution expressing the Select Board’s grave concern about the impact of the citizen-initiated ballot question to reduce excise tax revenues and to commit the Board to inform residents of the potential negative effects associated with the revenue reduction. 
· Water Street/Ryan’s Lane Bridge – Follow-up Information: The Town Manager noted that the estimated cost to remove the old bridge and install a different one will be $1,000.00. He also noted that the estimate included the possible use of trussed provided by Avery Glidden and the use of Avery’s crane to remove the old bridge and to install the new one. Additional work may need to be done by town employees after the trusses are installed. The Board asked to have an update at their next meeting. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.












· Warrant Signing for the November 3, 2009 Ballot: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting on November 3, 2009.  The polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
· 2009-2010 General Assistance Ordinance Appendices A, B, and C – Adoption: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance.
· Appointment – Milton Dudley to the Implementation Committee: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Milton Dudley to the China Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee.
· Abatements/Supplemental Tax Assessment: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to process and sign a Supplemental Tax Assessment for personal property in the amount of $15,190.35 associated with business personal property at the new Hannaford Bros. store in China.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:43pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   



