







Select Board Meeting
Monday – 08/03/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were David Cobb, Andy Burgess, Jennifer Poulin, Kevin Poulin, Matthew Emmons, Sheryl Peavey, Scott A. Pierz, Jeff Goggin, Stephen Turlo, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Scott A. Pierz.

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #5 for $23,985.88 and Warrant #6 for $265,255.17 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/20/2009 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees Meetings – China Comprehensive Plan – Target Date the First Week in September: It was noted that the Implementation Committee and other committees associated with the Comprehensive Plan will be asked to meet in early September. Notices of the coordinated date, time and place will be sent out in the near future. 
· One Room School House – Progress Report: The Town Manager noted that bid specifications are being prepared by A.E. Hodsdon in Waterville. He went on to note that the Historical Preservation Commission is currently reviewing the project and should also have some positive determination soon. The bids should go our within the next several weeks.
· Bradley Island: The Board agreed to discuss this item at a later time.
· Speed Sign and Speed Patrols (KSO): The Town Manager reported that the town’s new speed sign is being deployed, advising motorists that they are exceeding the speed limit. He went on to note that the speed sign will help determine where and when to station Sheriff’s deputies to patrol for speeders/violators. It will be used as personnel are available to set up the sign in arbitrary sites in town.









· Septic System Compliance – CEO Update on Initiative: C.E.O. Scott Pierz reported that the Shoreland Septic System Compliance Ordinance has been in effect since July 1, 2009, requiring shoreland property owners to prove that their septic systems are properly functioning. Mr. Pierz said he is gathering information from state certified septic system findings to the town Manager.
· China Rescue Vehicle – Update: On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1(MacDonald) to authorize a payment in advance for the chassis for the new Rescue unit to take advantage of a proposed discount for early payment. David Cobb of Yankee Fire and Rescue, Inc. explained a delivery delay and said the Rescue truck is expected to arrive in Maine in mid-October, later than planned because production was delayed by the General Motors Company’s bankruptcy proceedings. Board Member Paul MacDonald abstained on the vote after arguing that the Board should consider other options. China officials had two options in dealing with Rosenbauer, the South Dakota firm doing all the work other than providing the chassis. They could pay for the $47,000.00 chassis immediately and assume ownership, or they could wait until Rosenbauer’s work was done and pay a 4% higher cost. Selectperson Paul MacDonald was unhappy with the delayed delivery and also upset that General Motors stopped producing the Model 5500 chassis the town is buying. Mr. MacDonald advocated canceling the contract and purchasing a Ford.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Credit Card Acceptance – Proposal: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town Manager to arrange for acceptance of credit and debit cards for tax payments and other town office/transfer station transactions. Those using credit cards will be charged a convenience fee; on tax payments the fee will be 2.5% of the amount paid. For all other payments, the fee will be $3.25 per transaction.  
· Recycling Coordinator – Composting Options: On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and second a by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town Manager to have electrical work done at the transfer station needed for baler use and to proceed with the purchase of recycling equipment at the transfer station as approved by voters in February. The Town Manager was also asked to research the costs for a forklift and for fork tines to attach to the town’s bucket loader.  
· Obscenity Ordinance Draft and Consideration – Disposition: On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to forward a revised draft of the proposed Ordinance Prohibiting Obscenity to the Planning Board for review at its August 11, 2009 meeting. Selectperson Joann C. Austin abstained because she said she is not sure an ordinance is appropriate. The Select Board would like to have the proposed Ordinance on a November ballot for voters’ acceptance or rejection. 










· Update on Addition to the Garage at the Ball Fields: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to approve the promised $2,500.00 contribution from the town’s Contingency Fund toward the addition to the storage building at the town ball fields. Football representative Andy burgess said he expects a volunteer crew will have the garage addition mostly build on Saturday. Representatives Andy Burgess and Jennifer Poulin reported they had raised more than $3,000.00 for the project, well above the $1,200.00 the Select Board had requested as their contribution. The Board felt there should be continued oversight of the facilities usage and other activities of the football program. 
· Youth Activity Center – China Old Town Office: The Board came to a consensus approval of Select Board member Neil Farrington’s plan to seek adult volunteers during China Community Days for his suggested youth activities center in the old town hall basement. 
· Quit Claim Deed – Farrell: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign a Quit Claim Deed to Lucky Farrell relating to property on the Weeks Mills Road. Mr. Farrell was the high bidder on the recent foreclosure sale associated with the same property. A record of the transactions related to the property is on file at the town office.

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2009-2010 Municipal Tax Commitment: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0-1(Farrington) to approve and sign the tax commitment and associated papers and set the 2009-2010 mil rate at 11.5 mils or $11.50 for each $1000.00 of valuation. The increase was mainly attributed to the education costs and the county tax, areas over which the local Select Board do not have any control. The first half payment of local taxes is due by September 30, 2009. 
· 4-Way Stop Signs – South China Village Area (Village Street, Old Windsor Road, and Jones Road): The Board discussed this item and decided not to have additional stop signs installed at this time. 
· Application for BYOB Function – Cabins on China Lake: On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to approve a BYOB event at The Cabins at China Lake on September 5, 2009, Labor Day weekend Saturday.
· MDOT – URIP Certification – Capital Improvement of Public Roads: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and sign the URIP Certification agreement with the MDOT.
















On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 9:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   
