







Select Board Meeting
Monday – 04/13/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Catherine Files, Charles Clark, Shelly Phillips, Hanh Lyford, Cindy Lyford, Bethany Britten, Jennifer Poulin, Kevin Poulin, Shane Roberts, Andy Burgess, Jeff Goggin, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Payroll Warrant #48 for $15,431.20 and Payables Warrant #49 for $313,606.88 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 03/16/2009 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: The Board heard from Catherine Files regarding the intent of the town to sell property upon which it had foreclosed; one of those properties being formerly owned by Catherine Files. Catherine explained the circumstances which led her to lose communication with the Town of China and also lose track of the property and tax status. Ms. Files concluded that it was her mistake and that she was willing to pay all penalties, interest, and taxes, which might have accrued had she still owned the property, if the town would allow her to redeem the property. The Select Board did not make any agreement with her and only suggested that Ms. Files submit two checks; one for a possible redemption of the property and one as part of the formal foreclosure bidding process. Ms. Files was asked to discuss with the Town Manager the amount needed for the first check. It was concluded that the Board would ultimately make the final decision about foreclosure sales at their next regularly scheduled meeting.   
· Portable Building Status/Placement: The Board briefly discussed the options for using the building. It was noted that the original cost for the building was about $69,000.00. There will be additional discussion on the placement of the building at the next meeting. 








 
· 2nd Quarter 2009 Tipping Fees at P.E.R.C.: The Town Manager noted the change in tipping fees from the first to the second quarter of 2009, representing a slight reduction for the first time in a long while. 
· H. David Cotta – Fishing Pond Update Meeting – May 1, 2009: It was noted that Representative Cotta will be holding an informational meeting on May 1, 2009 in the Town Office meeting room starting at 6:30 p.m. relating to the recreational fishing pond to be dug off the Dirigo Road.
· RSU #18 Meeting Schedule Update: At this time the Board presented Mr. Charles F. Clark with a signed Town Report as an expression of theirs and the town’s gratitude for his service to the town over the past 13 years as a member, and often the Chairperson, of the China School Committee. It was noted that Mr. Clark also served on the Budget Committee and the Planning Board.
· Municipal Bids for the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year: The bids will be reviewed at the April 27, 2009 meeting.
· Public Hearing Regarding Proposed RSU #18 Education Budget for 2009-2010 –       
      China Middle School Multi-Purpose Room, 6:00 p.m.: The time, date, and place for the Public Hearing was noted for informational purposes so that it might be put in the local newspaper article summarizing the nights’ Select Board meeting. Dr. James Morse will be presenting budget information. It has been noted that the school budget local obligation for China will increase substantially. 
· Open Transfer Station Day – Saturday, June 13, 2009 – Limitations: It was noted that the “open” day has participation limitations and that an insert in the local newspaper has been mailed to all residents explaining the particular limitations. The limitations are very similar to the ones in place for the last few years.  

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: Selectperson Neil Farrington noted that the town’s recycling grant application was approved. It is a matching grant worth $500.00 and the funds are to be used to promote recycling.
· Concession Stand – Peter Foote: Selectperson Peter Foote met with Alan Brown of Auto Trim & Design. Mr. Brown presented Selectperson Foote with two options for lettering of the Concession Stand at the ball fields. The Board agreed to make the final decision at their next meeting on which option to approve and how to fund the design and installation of the letters. 
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees  – China Comprehensive Plan: The Town Manager noted that he would have the full slate of volunteers for the respective committees for recommended appointment and approval at the next Board meeting. 
· Garage Addition – China Ball Fields: The Select Board discussed the proposed addition with Jeff Goggin, Recreation Committee Chairperson, football coaches, Shane Roberts and Andy Burgess, and other football program supporters. Selectperson Joann C. 








Austin asked what the “football program organization” would be doing on a voluntary basis to contribute to the maintenance and improvement of the fields. The Board discussed other items associated with the proposed addition, from ADA compliance and a facilities use policy for the football organization to fund raising and monetary participation by the potential parties involved. On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of a funding formula as follows: $2500. from the town’s Contingency Account, $1500. from the Recreational Reserve Account, and $1200. from the football program; and the funding/financial arrangement to be contingent on the signing of a facilities use agreement between the football program principals and the town.
· SU #52 Agreement Signing: The Board discussed the options on the sale of China’s portion of the SU#52 administration building. They reviewed the recent appraisal numbers and noted the higher values compared to the first proposal for purchase and sale by the parties involved. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0-1(Irene L. Belanger) to accept the agreement as changed by the China Select Board; a copy of the amended/changed agreement is on file at the town office. The proposed changes were in #3: one change to add the wording “as of June 30, 2009; the other in the spelling of Vassalboro in the same section. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Red Light Applications – SCVFD: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of Red Light Applications for Lee Pettengill and Shawn Reed, both of the SCVFD. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:18 pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   














Board of Assessors Meeting
· Certificate of Abatement: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of an abatement for C & S Forest Products; a copy of which is on file at the town office. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn the Board of Assessors meeting at 9:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Joann C. Austin
Secretary, China Select Board







