






Select Board Meeting
Monday - 02/19/2008
8:00 AM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Joyce and Dick Norton, Mike Smith, Jamie Pitney, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #38 for $16,718.98, Warrant #39 for $504,726.43 and Warrant #40 for $3,260.06 as presented.

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· PSAP & Dispatch – Informational Update (Mike Smith): Mike Smith from the Somerset County PSAP attended and followed up on the possibility of China contracting for E-911 call answering services with the Somerset center. Mike spoke about radio communications and the costs of providing PSAP and Dispatch services for China. China would save approximately $1.75 per capita if it contracted with Somerset and of Waterville Dispatch. It was noted that there will be additional meetings with the emergency services officers in China to determine the ultimate PSAP and Dispatch configuration for China. 
· Town Business Meeting Date – March 29, 2008 – 9:00AM: It was noted that a quorum of 191 registered voters is needed to open the meeting.


Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: Mr. James Pitney commented about Article #45 and Article #56 on the Town Business Meeting Warrant. He thought here should be more discussion at the Comprehensive Committee meetings before going ahead with the respective articles. He went on to note that he did not think the Land For Maine’s Future Board may not be in the business of purchasing land. There was uncertainty about whether or not the LMF is the ultimate purchasing entity. Jamie went on to note that Bradley Island was not listed in the asset listing of the town in the current Comprehensive Plan.  






· Town Business Meeting Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-0 to remove Articles #45 and #46 from the Town Business Meeting Warrant and to bring the respective Articles back before the Select Board for consideration of and insertion into the 2009 Town Business Meeting Warrant. There was discussion about the potential liability for the town while people used Bradley Island and also discussion about the uses of Thurston Park. 

The Select Board also reviewed the recommendations from the Budget Committee that differed from theirs; one regarding the police budget and the other regarding the purchase of land adjacent to the town office. The Board refused by consensus to change the article asking voters to appropriate up to $81,500 from undesignated fund balance to purchase one lot south of the town office. The Board did agree with the Budget Committee’s recommendation to add funds from undesignated fund balance to the police budget. 
  
New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Causeway & Main Street Intersection: The Town Manager noted that a resident asked to have a safety concern raised regarding the intersection of the Causeway, the Neck Road, and Main Street in China Village. He went on to say that he felt the need to bring this up in public as soon as possible in order to get a much public input as possible over the next few meetings. The Town Manager talked with David Allen of the MDOT. Mr. Allen suggested putting a stop sign on Causeway Street. There will be more meetings to discuss this topic. It will be on the 03/03/2008 agenda.     
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:20am.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
