
China Planning Board Meeting

Approved Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2009

Members Present:  

Michael Martin, Gabrielle Isenbrand, James Wilkens, Milton Dudley and Scott McCormac.

Others Present: 

Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz, Planning Board secretary Kelly Grotton, Mary Grow, Elwood Ellis, Joe Kilian, Jacob Taylor, Adam Childs and Kruithoff.
Business meeting called to order:  

7:02 PM  The business meeting was called to order by Planning Board Chairman Martin.  In the absence of Planning Board member Bronson, Planning Board Chairman Martin appointed Scott McCormac to voting capacity for the evening’s business.
Meeting Minutes
7:03 PM

Review draft meeting minutes from March 24, 2009.
Planning Board member Wilkens made a motion to accept the minutes of March 24, 2009 as written.  Planning Board member Dudley seconded the motion.  The Planning Board voted 5-0 to approve the minutes as written.
New Business



7:03 PM
Review preliminary sketch plan information prepared by Downeast Land Surveying concerning a revision to the Sunset Estates Subdivision to amend the approved plan of December 13, 1988 to increase the parcel size of Thadius Barber at the location of 51 Sunrise Drive in China, Maine.  The property is located in a Shoreland District within the Three Mile Pond Watershed as identified by China Tax Map 07, Lot 45-009. 
Elwood Ellis of Downeast Land Surveying was present on behalf of Thomas and Thadius Barber.  Thomas Barber owns the property on Three Mile Pond abutting his son, Thadius Barber’s property, and on which sits two (2) dwellings.  Mr. Ellis stated that Thomas Barber is planning to sell his lake-front home, but the second dwelling is occupied by his elderly father-in-law and the family would prefer not to have to relocate him.  By transferring only a portion of Thomas Barber’s property to Thadius Barber, the land on which the father-in-law resides would remain in the family.  Thomas Barber’s lot is currently considered non-conforming since the two (2) dwellings currently exist on less than two acres.  The minimum shorefront requirements for the two dwelling units would be at least 80,000 square feet of land.  This increase to Thadius Barber’s lot, making the son’s lot almost three acres, would ultimately make both lots conforming.  There are currently no restrictions to Thomas Barber’s lot as it was not part of the Rockwood subdivision development.  Thadius Barber’s lot, however, was identified to be part of the Rockwood development at Sunrise Drive and therefore the originally-approved subdivision plan was required to be amended pursuant to the Subdivision Ordinance.  There will be no change in the driveways and all the current easements associated with the parcels would remain in effect.  The delineation of the new property lines would also allow all existing buildings to meet China’s other minimum setbacks.  Mr. Ellis reported that the Barbers do not have any plans to build or change the existing buildings.  As a matter of history, these lots were once part of a boy’s campground, and the Rockwood Drive subdivision was the original subject in China, Maine dealing with phosphorus control that was implemented by the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  Under the DEP’s Site Location Law, any change to any of the lot configurations in that Rockwood development also required an amendment to the original Site Location permit issued for the development back in the late 1980’s.  Mr. Ellis said that he has contacted Danielle Obery of the Maine DEP to begin the process for amending the Site Location Permit.
Planning Board member Dudley made a motion that no public hearing would be required for this business item.  Planning Board member Wilkens seconded the motion.  The Board voted 5-0 in favor of not requiring a public hearing.

Mr. Ellis said he would like to return before the Board at their June 23, 2009 with the required written responses to the Subdivision Guidelines, and would seek a letter from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection to acknowledge the DEP’s revised permitting process.  He said at that time when he returned with this information he would also have a prepared plan to be signed.

Additional Business

7:15 PM 

Review and discuss Planning Board budget.
Code Enforcement Officer Pierz stated that he believed the Planning Board should be more involved in the development of their annual budget.  CEO Pierz said he had confirmed that the Planning Board salaries were drawn from separate Administrative account, and not the Planning Board’s budget.  The Planning Board stated that an annual “retreat” was an important activity for future organizations needs of the Planning Board, and other activities such as training, education, publications, and legal fees should also be considered for inclusion into the Planning Board budget.  Additionally, the Planning Board said they would like to see a library (of technical information and publications) should also be established.  The Planning Board said they would also like to see a budget account update on a monthly basis.
Communications


7:23 PM
Discussion: Obscenity Ordinance
CEO Pierz reported that the Selectmen now have a proposed Obscenity Ordinance drafted by Alton Stevens, the Town’s attorney.  The Planning Board has been asked by the Board of Selectmen to review the draft ordinance and be prepared to make comments and interact with the Selectmen toward finalizing a draft that can be advanced to the voters.  CEO Pierz also stated that the draft ordinance would require a public hearing, more than likely to be held by the Board of Selectmen.  Although there was no definite timeline set, both the Selectmen and Planning Board should have the intent to maintain momentum in reviewing the draft document and to present the ordinance to the Town for a vote at the next Town Meeting in November 2009 (if not sooner at a special Town Meeting to be scheduled by the Town).  CEO Pierz reported that the Town of Vassalboro enacted their Nudity Ordinance just the evening before this meeting.  Finally, CEO Pierz informed the Planning Board that the draft ordinance would be on the agenda for the Planning Board’s next meeting on June 23, 2009.

Discussion:  proposed Shoreland Zoning amendments

CEO Pier reviewed proposed changes to the Land Use Ordinance with the Planning Board.  These proposed revisions incorporated the DEP’s shoreland zoning updates into the current China Land Development Code,.  The Planning Board discussed holding their own hearing; the Select Board will hold a formal public hearing before the amendments are sent to the Town to be voted upon.  Mary Grow noted that all land owners must be notified of public hearing before an amended map could be adopted.
Discussion:  Sign Ordinance
The Planning Board discussed holding a work session in the near future to make revisions to the current set of standards regarding signs, as seen in the Land Use Ordinance.

Old Business



Final review and signing of the plot plan prepared by Snowden Consulting Engineers regarding a proposed thirteen (13) lot subdivision by Wachusett Properties, Inc. located along Lakeview Drive in China, Maine.  The property is located in a Rural District within the East Basin Watershed of China Lake as identified by China Tax Map 63, Lots 003and 008. 

Engineer Boyd Snowden was set to represent the interests of the Wachusett Properties, Inc. but he was delayed in arriving to the meeting.  CEO Pierz asked Planning Board members to wait, but after fifteen (15) minutes it was apparent that Mr. Snowmen’s appearance was dubious.  The Planning Board asked CEO Pierz to share with Mr. Snowden the requirement of the developer having to post a performance guarantee for the Candlewood Estates’ roadway as required by the Subdivision Ordinance.  Then the Planning Board moved on to their final order of business.
Adjourn

8:35 PM

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting for June 23, 2009.


Adjourn.

Planning Board member Dudley made a motion to schedule the next regular business meeting for 7:00 PM on June 23, 2009, and to adjourn the meeting.  Planning Board member McCormac seconded the motion and the Planning Board voted 5-0 in favor of the motion and adjourned at   8:36 PM.
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