Select Board Meeting
07/24/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair, Elwood Ellis at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by the Town Manager.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #3 for $19,445.77 and Warrant #4 for $334,781.15 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/12/06 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Maine Medical Center Communication Research Institute – Communication Regarding Deer Ticks and Lyme Disease: It was noted that information was sent to the town from the Maine Medical Center Research Institute regarding the risk of Lyme disease and how to avoid it. Residents can contact the town office regarding this notice.  

· Open Transfer Station Cost Summary: It was noted that the estimated cost for this “fee free” day was $8,800.00 plus the additional labor needed to handle the volume of traffic and materials; a reduction from last year. Mr. MacDonald noted that the costs to process are higher this year.
· November Referendum Ballot Items – China School Items: It was noted that the School Committee may be requesting that two articles be put on the November ballot. One would ask for voter approval of an interest free loan in the State’s Revolving Renovation Fund Program. The other will be a “straw poll” asking for voter preference in a Major Capital Improvement initiative regarding the elementary schools.  










Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There were limited comments about input from the general public at Select Board and other public meetings. 
· Comprehensive Town Revaluation – Resident Notice of Timing of Revaluation and Acceptance of Comments: The Board approved of an insert to be sent to property owners in their tax bills providing them with information about the upcoming revaluation and also about recycling. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Municipal Tax Commitment – Mil Rate Reduction: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to approve of the Assessors’ Certification of Assessment, Certificate of Commitment, Certificate of Assessment to be Returned to Municipal Treasurer, and the 2006 Municipal Tax Rate Calculation Form. The new rate is $16.50 for each $1,000.00 of valuation; down by $1.14 from last year’s rate of $17.64 per $1,000.00 of valuation. It was noted that the bill for a property valued at $150,000.00 will be $171.00 lower this year than last year. For $100,000.00 worth of valuation, the reduction will be $114.00. The Town Manager credited the Select Board for the reduction in the rate. 
· Urban/Rural Initiative Program – Acceptance and Certification Regarding State URIP Funds to China: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and process the MDOT certification form for 2007.  
· Kennebec Valley Community Action Program HEAP Appointments: It was noted that KVCAP will soon be setting up appointments in China to process applications for heating assistance. Residents are encouraged to call KVCAP as soon as possible. A representative of KVCAP will be processing applications in China on August 11, 2006.

Selectperson Elwood Ellis asked to have an Executive Session on personnel matters included on the agenda for August 7, 2006.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to approve of having the town office closed on Saturday, August 5, 2006 so that the town office staff can participate in the China Community Days activities. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to approve of a Resolution of Lodge, Association or Other Similar Organization document authorizing the Town Manager to sign on behalf of the town in transactions with Bangor Savings Bank.  

In other business: the Town Manager noted that the road project dealing with the reconstruction of part of the Stanley Hill Road has been delayed for three weeks while the MDOT and the MDEP discuss the impact of the road project on the adjacent wetlands; approved of a supplemental tax assessment to Clark Granger relating to a farmland penalty; and Selectperson Elwood Ellis and the Town Manager noted that Summit Environmental Consultants, Inc. is investigating suspected contamination on the former Gazelle lot at the intersection of Routes 137, 9 and U.S. Route 202. The MDEP is funding the study.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 7:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
