








Select Board Meeting
Monday – 07/13/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair Peter Foote at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington. Others present were Al Althenn, Carol B. White, Steve Turlo, H. David Cotta, Mary Grow, and Scott Pierz. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Scott Pierz.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: Mr. Albert Althenn commented about Title 17 of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated. He said that demolition is the opposite of construction and asserted that the piles of debris do not constitute a building. He went on to note that the piles of debris are not taxable piles of debris.
· Code Enforcement Issues:
      Dangerous Building – Administrative Consent Agreement Execution
	Dangerous Building – Other: The Select Board continued to deliberate and discuss with Mr. Carrol White about an administrative consent agreement the town wants with Mr. White; said agreement to obligate Mr. White to admit to a violation of the Dangerous Building Statute. Mr. White expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in which he asserts he has been treated by town officials. Mr. White made allegations about town officers and at one time entered into a heated interchange with Selectperson Paul MacDonald, calling Mr. MacDonald a derogatory name. (These minutes are complimented by a voice recording file maintained at the town office for actual content, and thus will be considered as an addendum to this document.) Mr. White said he has not done anything wrong and that he would not sign an agreement condemning him. He went on to challenge the Board to go all the way to court on the issue. 
	Mr. White objected to the draft consent agreement presented at the meeting because he was not invited to take part in preparing it, although he had asked to be invited to all meetings concerning his property. Led by Selectperson Joann C. Austin,t he Select Board did persuade Mr. White to allow them to revise the draft agreement and thereafter took about two hours working on it. The resulting document, after changes to reflect an agreement to participate, was intended to say that Mr. White will share the town’s contractor and associated cost quotes and will be responsible for all costs associated with the debris on his property. The costs noted were to include the cost of moving the chipper from the China transfer station to China Village. Mr. White continued to resist agreement asserting that town officials had been sabotaging the negotiations. Selectperson Paul MacDonald made a motion to take all the drafts off the table and proceed to court. There was not a second to the motion. 















	On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-1(MacDonald) to review the draft hammered out during the meeting and, when satisfied, send it to Mr. White and give him a week to decide whether or not to sign it. The Board agreed to discuss this again at their next meeting on July 20, 2009.  


On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,


Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board


