Select Board Meeting

03/10/03

7:00PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Leslie French, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to open the meeting at 7:00pm. Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann Austin, and Leslie French. Others present were Tracie Crommett, Brian Longfellow, C. Stairs, Allie Nixon, Leah Lomastro, Susan Barnes, Eric Beaudoin, Beth Seeley, Dulcy Muzerolle, Ashley Shanholtzer, Andy Pratt, David Field, Kelly Bocchino, Sheldon Goodine, Jayne Winters, John Glowa, Thomas Power, Joel Brown, Mike Hoague, Mike Oxley, Danielle Ferland, Josh Watson, Craig Maybee, Karel Knox, Jonah Blouin, Derek Williams, Derek Blodin, Marissa Radcliff, Felicia Haskell, Keith Durgin, Steve Bragg, Jessica Bearce, Julie Harding, Zeb Mosher, Warren Gosselin, Mike Kibbin, Ryan Finley, and the Town Manager.

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to approve Warrant #19 for $379,791.38 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Joann Austin, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the 02/10/03 Select Board meeting as presented. On a motion by Selectperson Joann Austin and a second by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to accept the minutes of the Select Board meeting of 02/24/03 as presented.

New Business:

· Department of Marine Resources – John Perry – Anadromous Fish Species Restoration in the China Lake Drainage: John Perry and Tom Squires of the Department of Marine Resources made a presentation to the Select Board regarding the restoration of anadromous, or sea-run, fish to the Kennebec and Sebastacook River drainage systems. Project leader John Perry told the Board that dams in the China Lake drainage system will either be removed or fish passages will be added before the alewives are ready to return from the ocean salt water in three to five years. The DMR plans to begin stocking China Lake late next year. Mr. Perry said the federal Fish and Wildlife Service designs fish ways for DMR. 








Mr. Perry said it is not the goal of the DMR to remove the dams in the China drainage system. He said removal would involve the Department of Environmental Protection. John also said that creation of the two-way fish passage would not cost local towns any tax dollars. Grants and other funding to the DMR will be used, he said. Alewives used to be common in Maine inland waters, including China Lake. They are prey for both coastal and inland fish and for birds and fur bearing animals. These fish are less than a foot long and weigh less than ten ounces. They lay their eggs in fresh water in the spring and in the fall; the young fish migrate to the ocean, living for three to five years before returning. It was said that dams, water pollution, and over fishing eliminated alewives from many lakes. The DMR restoration plan has been ongoing since the 1980’s. There were comments about the lake biology particular to China Lake and about an upcoming D.E.P. hearing on the China Lake level.


Old Business:

· Karel Knox – Old Dudley Road: Karel Know and Michael Redmond asked the Select Board for guidance in their attempt to get the town to accept the Old Dudley Road, a one half mile section of road running from Route #3 into the Southern Oaks subdivision where they and others live. Residents in the subdivision want a question put on a ballot in the near future. It was noted that subdivision residents petitioned the Select Board to put an article on the November ballot asking voters to waive the Streets & Ways Ordinance and accept one and one half miles of gravel roads as town roads. Town voters defeated the ballot question. As a result, school buses do not use the roads in the subdivision and children have to walk up to Route #3 to meet buses. Mr. Redmond said this time residents want to ask voters to accept only the one half mile known as the Old Dudley Road. There were comments about how the Old Dudley Road was laid out on the Rangeway and about the discontinuance of the Old Dudley Road by the town. Mr. Redmond commented about children’s safety as the most important issue. The Town Manager commented that the Streets and Ways Ordinance indicates that the Old Dudley Road would necessarily have to meet standards before it could be accepted. It was noted that the school department would not allow a bus to travel into the subdivision unless it was town maintained. On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Leslie French, the Board voted 3-0-1(Chair) to refer the issue to the Road Committee to discuss and make a recommendation and have the town investigate the ownership of the Old Dudley Road , and possibly write and agreement on ownership to be signed by all parties involved and reviewed by the Maine Municipal Association. 







Selectperson Joann Austin said she felt such a move was premature since the Select Board does not know who all the parties are, what the agreement will be, or what legal rights the town has in the matter.     

Manager’s Report:

· Town Report Year Ending 06/30/02 Available: It was noted that the town reports are now available at several places in town. Citizens are encouraged to bring a copy to the town meeting.
· Annual Town Business Meeting – Quorum – Time, Date, Location: It was noted that 168 registered voters will be needed to open the meeting. The Town Meeting will be held at the China Middle School at 7:00pm on March 26, 2003.
Public Comment:

· Sheldon Goodine: Sheldon commented on two matters. He expressed concern about the procedure by which residents are notified by the animal control officer about unlicensed dogs. He also complimented the town staff for sending out a letter encouraging participation at the upcoming town meeting. 

Old Business:

· Informational Meeting on the China Lake Level – Joann Clark Austin: Joann reported on the most recent informational meeting in February and said she felt it would be a good idea to continue the informational sessions later in the spring or summer. The Board endorsed the plan for additional meetings
· Annual Town Business Meeting Warrant Formal Signing: The Board signed the warrant for the Town Business Meeting scheduled for March 26, 2003.
The Board adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board

