Select Board Meeting
06/12/06
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as listed on the attendance sheet attached to these minutes. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Ariana Forbes.
On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Elwood Ellis, the Board voted 3-0 to accept Warrant #51 for $15,450.31 and Warrant #52 for $600,463.69 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington,   the Board voted 2-0-1(Glidden – not in attendance on 05/15/06) to accept the minutes of the 05/15/06 Select Board meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Open Transfer Station Day – Preliminary Summary: The Town Manager gave the Board a summary of the quantity of the various products handled at the transfer station during the “fee free” day on June 10, 2006. He estimated that the volumes were comparable to last year.
· June 13, 2006 Referendum Election – Town Office -  Polls Open from 7:30am 
to 8:00pm: This information was announced to notify the general public.
· A Copy of “A Watershed Analyses of China Lake” by Colby College is in the 
Town Office: This information was announced to notify the general public. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Shoreland Septic System Compliance Program - Resident Communication – 
Jon Van Bourg: Mr. Van Bourg reported that of the more than 850 shoreland properties in China, officials now know that more than half do not either have any septic system at all or have one that meets current standards. Mr. Van Bourg commended residents of China for their responses to a letter sent out earlier this year asking for information on shoreland septic systems. He also noted that approximately 220 properties lack adequate information to determine the age 








and condition of their systems. Approximately 100 residents have not responded. 
Jon recommends that the town finish gathering as much data as possible, update the town’s software system for efficient data collection and input, and ask the Planning Board to draft an ordinance to deal with systems that may be contributing to water pollution. The ordinance would address property owners whose septic systems could not be documented with information relating to condition and age. 
· Recycling – Cardboard and Other Materials – Operations Efficiency/Update: The Town Manager noted that cardboard containers have been ordered. These containers can be serviced with a compactor truck, thereby eliminating the handling of the cardboard by town employees and also saving money on hauling costs. It is felt that this would bring China closer to a break-even situation financially in cardboard recycling compared to the current expensive procedure. Another update will be given in the near future. 
· China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Mike Vashon and Jeff LaCasse: The Board spent almost an hour talking about the outlet dam with Vassalboro Town Manager Mike Vashon and Selectman Donald Breton, KWD General Manager Jeff LaCasse, and others in the audience. Mr. Vashon noted that the most recent discussions regarding the dam favored the tree parties sharing ownership of the dam. Mr. LaCasse said that KWD does not want sole ownership and Mr. Vashon noted that the Vassalboro Select Board does not want to give up all rights. China resident, Mr. Al Althenn, read prepared comments to the Board and asked that they be entered into the minutes. He cautioned the China Select Board about the liability from flooding if China shared ownership. Resident Jamie Pitney noted that the State law limits town’s liability and called it a non-issue. Selectperson Joann C. Austin asked if there would be a representative single governing board or three separate boards concurring on each decision. It was agreed that any agreement between the entities would probably have to go before voters. The China Select Board concluded that it will continue to deliberate on the subject and would like a proposed draft of an agreement before making any decisions.  
New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Mr. Charles Clark – Revolving Fund Renovation – China Middle School: Mr. Clark presented a proposal for paying for renovations to the China Middle School. He summarized the State’s Revolving Renovation Fund financial package for the town and commented that it would be a good idea to begin the renovations during the summer months; while there are not any students in the building. He 








recommended that the town pay for the summer work out of the $90,000.00 appropriated for capital improvements in the 2006-2007 school budget. He went on to say that, assuming an associated bond issue is approved, the capital improvement budget line would be reimbursed after the state funds are received.  
· Contract for Assessors’ Agent Services: On a motion by Selectperson Elwood Ellis and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and sign the proposed Contract For Assessors’ Agent Services. 
     
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 9:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
