Select Board Meeting
Monday - 03/03/2008
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Jean Brown, Joe Sears, Steve Hughes, Mike Petrone, Scott Childs, Stephen Childs, Tony Cowing, Mary Grow, Charles Plumer, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #41 for $17,118.31 and Warrant #42 for $251,504.16 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 02/04/200 and 02/19/2008 meetings as amended. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· PSAP and Dispatch – Informational Update/Recommendation: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the recommendation of the emergency services personnel, that is, to authorize the Town Manager to enter into a contract with Somerset Communications Center for PSAP services and with Waterville Dispatch for the dispatching services of Delta, China Rescue, and the China fire departments and to further authorize the Town Manager to send a letter to the MPUC asking for the appropriate authorization to so contract with agencies outside of the Central Maine Communications Center in Augusta. The Rural Patrol dispatching with continue with the CMRCC. This arrangement is expected to cost China $8.25 per capita for one year, compared to $10.00 per capita charged by the CMRCC for all the services. There will be an initial cost of approximately $3,000.00 to install equipment at the Waterville Dispatch site.









   
· Town Business Meeting Date/Time/Place – Town Report Availability: It was noted that the Town Business Meeting will be held at the China Middle School on Saturday, March 29, 2008 beginning at 9:00am. A quorum of 191 registered voters is needed to open the meeting. The town reports should be available approximately 10 days before the meeting. 
· Board of Assessment Review: The Town Manager asked for a news item that calls for anyone interested in volunteering to serve on the new Board of Assessment Appeals to get in touch with him as soon as possible. The Select Board will soon appoint members to this Board of Assessment Appeals.
Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Preliminary 2008 State Valuation Figures – Revaluation Implications and 
Open Forum Options for Revaluation Questions: It was agreed that there should be open forums held in the spring on the topic of revaluations and the relative impact on current land owners.
· Causeway & Main Street Intersection – Mike Petrone: The Board discussed Mr. Petrone’s appeal to change the signage at the Causeway and Main Street intersection in China Village. On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted to 5-0 to table this item to the March 31, 2008 meeting.  
· Plowing Contract Consideration: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to increase the plowing contract by $5.00 per hour retroactive to February 1, 2008. The plowing contractors, Tony Cowing, Scott Childs, and Stephen Childs discussed with the Select Board the escalating costs of doing business and asked for an increase in the per hour rate for plowing. The current three year contracts have one more year to run. Most towns pay by the mile and not by the hour and are therefore difficult to compare. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington – New Initiative w/Tokens: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 4-0-1 (Farrington) to approve the spending of $450.00 for 500 wooden nickel tokens to be used a the China Transfer Station to promote recycling. The tokens will be given out at the transfer station and ultimately be










 redeemable against the costs of disposing of certain items for which fees are charged. 
· Dog Warrant Processing: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the annual dog warrant and raising the late fee to $25.00 per licensed dog and authorizing Animal Control Officers Jim Lane and Peter Cote to contact dog owners, and if necessary, institute legal proceedings.
· Albion and Transfer Station Fees: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Tiffany Glidden, the Board voted to accept the recommendation of Neil Farrington to set the fees for Albion a $.06 cents for demo and debris and 120% for all other items received in China from Albion residents.
· Debit Cards: On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted to 5-0 to proceed with obtaining more information about the debit card charges and take action accordingly.
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:32pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
