






Select Board Meeting
Monday – 08/31/2009 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were John Turner, Dwight McWilliams, Stephen C. Turlo, Thomas Dinsmore, Linda Thompson, Deborah Ann Dinsmore, Scott A. Pierz, Pauline & Clayton York, Robert York, Elwin Higgins, Ron Kostron, Sandra Kostron, Charles A. Kojigian, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Tom Dinsmore.

On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #10 for $21,424.48 and Warrant #11  for $216,423.96 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 07/08/2009 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Date, Time, Place: It was noted that the HHW Collection Day will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2009, from 9:00a.m. to noon with the collection center on the Airport Road in Waterville. Preregistration is required. There will be more information available at the town office and transfer station after transfer station manager Elwin Higgins returns from a training session next week. 
· Implementation Committee/Other Committees Meetings – China Comprehensive Plan – Target Date the First Week in September: The Select Board tentatively would like to schedule an organizational meeting of all the committees appointed to implement the town’s comprehensive plan for 6:30p.m. on Monday, September 21 in the town office meeting room. 
· Preliminary 2010 State Valuation Data: The Town manager presented the Board with the preliminary state valuation data, which projects the town’s valuation over the next two years. A copy of the data is on file at the town office. 
· Municipal Recycling Report: The Town Manager noted that the State Planning Office has adjusted China’s official recycling rate upwards to 36.07% from the original report indicating a recycling rate of 29.84%. The town’s base rate was







increased resulting in a more favorable result. Copies of both reports are on file in the town office. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: The Recycling Coordinator reported that the town will be purchasing two balers for recycling, one for cardboard and one for plastics. There was some concern about the space needed to place the balers in the recycling building. The Town Manager noted that having balers will reduce transportation costs substantially and bring the town closer to a “break-even” status. At this time recycling is costing the town a good deal of money. At this time Selectperson Neil Farrington suggested that the town should eliminate the penny-a-pound fee for commercially hauled household trash and to start charging businesses for the cardboard dumpsters the town supplies. The Board did not take any action on the commercial haulers’ fee, leaving it in place. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) to charge a $25.00 per month fee for each dumpster supplied for cardboard. 

The Select Board presented Ron Kostron a $500.00 check for winning the recycling sculpture contest. His mobile is on display at the transfer station.    
· November Ballot Items:
	Nomination Papers: It was noted that nomination papers are available at the town office for the various open positions on the Select Board, Planning Board, and Budget Committee. A list of the open positions is available at the town office and on the town’s Web site.. 
	Ordinance Prohibiting Obscenity – Consideration: The Town Manager noted that this item would be presented to the Board at the next meeting with a recommendation that a question asking voters to adopt an Ordinance Prohibiting Obscenity be placed on the November ballot. A copy of the proposed Ordinance will be sent to the Board within the next two weeks.
	Shoreland Zoning Ordinance – Consideration: The Town Manager noted that this item would be presented to the Board at the next meeting with a recommendation that a question asking voters to adopt amendments to the current Shoreland Zoning Ordinance be placed on the November ballot. A copy of the proposed Ordinance amendments will be sent to the Board within the next two weeks. The town is waiting for a review of the proposed amendments from Richard Baker, MDEP Shoreland Zone Coordinator. 
	Floodplain Management Ordinance – Consideration: The Town Manager noted that this item would be presented to the Board at the next meeting with a recommendation that a question asking voters to adopt a Floodplain Management Ordinance be placed on the November ballot. A copy of the proposed Ordinance will be sent to the Board within the next two weeks. 









· Water Street/Ryan’s Lane Bridge: The Board postponed a decision on the bridge at the ends of Ryan’s Lane and Water Streets in Branch Mills for more information. A majority of the members present at this meeting want a new pedestrian bridge. Tom Dinsmore offered timber from his woodlot to help build a replacement bridge. The Town Manager and the Select Board were interested in the legal issues in the matter. The town manager noted that he has not been able to find any record of a town meeting vote to discontinue the road. He went on to note that if the town had not maintained the road for 30 years or more, it might have been discontinued by abandonment. The town has received a legal opinion that the bridge is a town responsibility. The Town Manager said that posting the road with “No Trespassing” signs at the bridge indicates town officials have exercised due diligence to protect people from injury.  There was a consensus that a new bridge would need approval from the MDEP. On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote to take out the bridge immediately for safety reasons and subsequently do research on replacement options, the Board voted 2-3(Austin, Farrington, Belanger). On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 3-2(MacDonald, Foote) to have the Town Manager research the removal and replacement costs of the bridge and to further restrict access to the bridge and further report back at a later meeting.   
· Enforcement Issues: The Codes Enforcement Officer reported on two enforcement issues. Maple Ridge Road resident Melissa White did not meet an August 24, 2009 deadline for paying a penalty for violating town ordinances. Paul Macdonald made a motion to go to 10X the original penalty assesses regarding the violation by Mrs. White and Peter Foote seconded the motion. After the Board deliberated on the issue Selectperson Paul Macdonald made a motion to amend the original motion by going to 5X the amount of the original fine and Selectperson Peter Foote seconded the motion, which the Board discovered follows procedural guidelines adopted in the recent past. The Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) on the amendment.  On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-0-1(Austin) on the motion as amended.  Mr. Pierz went on to report that the town has filed a complaint against Mr. Carrol White for what the CEO and Select Board have designated a “dangerous building”. Attempts to negotiate a clean-up of the agreement have been unsuccessful. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessment Warrants: On a motion by Peter Foote Selectperson and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessment Warrants as presented. A record of the abatements and supplemental is being kept in the town office. 

The Town Manager reported that speed patrols have resulted in the issuance of 43 summonses. He also noted that the speed sign is being placed at arbitrary sites in town on








most days of the week. It is being requested by residents to have it placed on the roads near their residences. 
 
On a motion by Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the Municipal Valuation Report as presented. A copy of the Report is on file at the town office.

On a motion by Selectperson and a second by Selectperson, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Joann C. Austin, Secretary
China Select Board   






