Be Creative @ The Library!
 Parents, there’s a super new reading program for your children this summer at the Albert Church Brown Library in China Village.
 “Be Creative @ The Library!” is happening every Tuesday afternoon, 4 – 5 p. m., June 16 through August 4.  Kids are invited to attend one or all of the sessions.
 
The sessions will be led by Miranda Babson, who has plumbed Maine reading program guides to create a balanced program of reading, music, dance and hands-on art activities that are sure to appeal to any child with long summer days ahead of them. 
 
Sign up for the program at the library on Main Street on Saturday, June 6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., during the open house celebrating the library’s expanded Saturday hours! Or, sign your child up by e-mailing Miranda at mjfbabson@gmail.com. The 2009 Summer Reading Program is open to young people from preschool through young adult, with particular appeal to children ages 4 -10. All sessions are free of charge.
 
June 16: Imagine, Create, Participate!
Read Aloud:  The Squiggle, Carole Lexa Schaefer
Drop-In Activity: My String Thing. With construction paper, string/yarn, glue-sticks, crayons, and imagination, children glue string to construction paper and turn the string 'squiggle' into whatever they imagine it can be.  Participants can also write about what they created.
 
June 23:  Reading – It's a Fine Art!  Part One: 2-D Art
Read Aloud:  The Mixed-Up Chameleon, Eric Carle
Drop-In Activity: Cut Paper Cooperative Mural. Using paper, scissors, crayons, chalk, and glue, participants cut or tear colorful paper into shapes and collage together images for a wall mural display. 
 
June 30: Reading – It's a Fine Art! Part Two: 3-D Art
Read Aloud:  When Clay Sings, Byrd Baylor
Drop-In Activity:  The Pot that I Built. Participants use air-dry clay to build a coil pot and decorate it with press-in textures and shapes.
 
July 7: Get Up and Move At the Library!
Read-Aloud:  Peeping Beauty, Mary Jane Auch 
Drop-In Activity: Animals Dance. With construction paper patterns, scissors, tape, and stapler, participants create a chicken beak or bunny ears headband and then dance the chicken dance and the bunny hop.
 
July 14: Have You Sung a Good Book Lately?
Read-Aloud:  Alligator in the Elevator, Rick Charrette.  Give the Dog a Bone, Stephen Kellogg. 
Drop-In Activity:  “Name That Tune.”  Participants listen to and sing along with Rick Charrette, make an illustration for a lyric in a children's book/song, and post it for others to guess the song it comes from.
 
July 21: Catch the Beat @ the Library!
Read-Aloud:  Charlie Parker played BeBop, Chris Raschka
Drop-In Activity:  The Magic of Music. Listening to jazz music, participants use recycled materials to create and play a musical instrument.
 
July 28: Puppets and Plays
Read-Aloud:  The Three Little Pigs
Drop-In Activity:  The Three Little Fishies and the Big, Bad Shark: An Underwater Twist on an Old Favorite.  Participants make fishes-on-sticks puppets (or a shark) and then get to “act out” the story.
 
August 4: Ice Cream Social and Art Show
 
Don't miss this chance to give your child fun and educational summer reading experiences.
 

 

