








Public Hearing on the November Ballot Articles/Questions
09/29/2008 – China Middle School Multi-Purpose Room 6:00 PM

The Chair opened the Public Hearing at 6:50 p.m. Select Board members present were Tiffany Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as listed in the attendance sheet attached to these minutes. The Board solicited and received comments on the following November Ballot items. 
 
Do you favor approving the SCHOOL REORGANIZATION PLAN prepared by the REORGANIZATION PLANNING COMMITTEE, (RPC), consisting of representation from China and from SAD #47 towns, to reorganize the China School system and the SAD #47 School system into a REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT with an effective date of (July 1, 2009)?

(Explanation: A “YES” vote means that you approve the 

China School System joining into a reorganized 

REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT, RSU.)
                                                             School Committee Recommends   YES




             Select Board Recommends            YES

Dr. James Morse, Superintendent of SAD #47 made a Power-Point presentation relating to the consolidation of the China school system with SAD#47. A copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes. Dr. Morse noted that he sees forming a new Regional School Unit with China as a win-win situation with major advantages and not any significant drawbacks for anyone. There were questions from the audience about school choice, potential transfer of teachers, and special education.

To see if the town will vote to appropriate an amount up to $15,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the purpose of PURCHASING and INSTALLING a POWER APPLIANCE (WINDMILL) on TOWN OWNED PROPERTY.

(Explanation: The windmill is initially planned to be located at 

the town owned ball fields. The energy credits produced will 

offset electricity generation and demand costs of town accounts.)


Select Board Recommends:




YES


Budget Committee Recommends



YES







There was discussion about sending requests for quotes out to vendors to receive competitive offers. The Town Manager noted that some meteorological studies might need to be done in order to obtain affirmative information that the appropriate “cut-in” wind speed can be obtained in the area proposed to erect the wind turbine.

Shall an amendment to the CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, Chapter 2 LAND USE ORDINANCE, SECTION 4, USES, Items #15 and #16 and Chapter 11, DEFINITIONS be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?

(Explanation: The proposed amendments will allow for

structures exceeding 35 feet in height through appropriate

permitting authorities. Minor changes to DEFINITIONS 

would clarify the definitions of height and essential services.)


Select Board Recommends:




YES


Planning Board Recommends:



YES

This question did not generate any discussion.


Shall the 2008 WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORDINANCE, dated September 15, 2008 be enacted by the voters of the Town of China, and further, shall necessary and associated amendments to the CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, Chapter 11, DEFINITIONS be enacted?                     

(Explanation: The proposed ORDINANCE will be a 

stand-alone document and, if approved, would be placed 

into a “Reserve ”Chapter in the CHINA LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE. The adoption of the Ordinance 

would prohibit the erection of towers within a 5 mile radius 

of any other tower.)


Select Board Recommends:




YES


Planning Board Recommends




YES

After some discussion, the Select Board noted that the explanation following this question might be misleading. Initially it was included under a mistaken impression relating to a list of information an applicant must submit as criterion for approval. The Board ultimately interpreted the proposed Ordinance to require an applicant to prove that there is not any existing tower that can meet the potential “user” needs by showing that there is not any tower within its existing coverage area, or an existing tower is not tall enough or strong enough for its planned uses. 










To see if the town will vote to appropriate an amount up to $10,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the purpose of FUNDING UNANTICIPATED GENERAL ASSISTANCE REQUESTS for the current fiscal year.

(Explanation: Based on the significant increase in the costs for 

heating and basic necessities, it is felt that an additional

appropriation is necessary and prudent for this year only.)


Select Board Recommends:




YES


Budget Committee Recommends:



YES
There were questions about the amounts expended in the previous year, how much has been expended in the current year, and what the fund balance was as of 06/30/2008.





Shall the 2008 CHINA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, dated September 15, 2008 be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?

(Explanation: This is the first revision since the original 

1991 CHINA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN was adopted 

over 16 years ago.) 
           

Select Board Recommends:




YES


Planning Board Recommends:



YES


Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommends:

YES

This question did not generate any discussion.


Shall amendments to the Town of China, ORDINANCE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS AND WAYS, dated September 15, 2008, be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?

(Explanation: The amendments are being proposed to 

make the Town of China ORDINANCE FOR THE 

ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS AND WAYS compatible 

and complimentary with the roads standards in the 

CHINA LAND DEVELOPMENT Code, Chapter 3, 

Subdivision ORDINANCE, SECTION 11, GENERAL 

STANDARDS, 11.3 Roads.)
         

Select Board Recommends:




YES


Road Committee Recommends:



YES
Resident Paul MacDonald urged rejection of the proposed amendments to the Streets and Ways Ordinance because one of the changes would reduce the minimum width of the paved travel surface from 22 feet to 20 feet. He argued that the 20 foot paved travel way is unsafe for pedestrian or cyclist traffic or if two large trucks meet in the travel way. He went on to note that the way the ordinance changes were developed was not sufficiently reviewed. Chairperson Elwood Ellis noted that proposed changes to the Ordinance were intended to align Streets and Ways Ordinance road standards with subdivision road requirements in the China Land Development Code, approved in 2007. Mr. Ellis went on to say that for the most part the standards strengthened road building requirements. The Town Manager added that the intentions of the three person drafting committee were to save on the number of committee meetings.  

The Chair closed the Public Hearing at 7:49 p.m.


Select Board Meeting
Monday - 09/29/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:50 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were as noted on the attendance sheet attached to these minutes. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Tiffany L. Glidden.
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #14 for $17,966.22 and Warrant #15 for $291,131.61 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/15/2008 meeting as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: Officials were reminded to return their respective signed certificates affirming that they have read and are therefore familiar with FOAA materials or attended a seminar on FOAA legislation. 
· Maine Forest Service – Sue Myers and WUI, Wildlife and Urban Interface – 
November 10, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.: Sue Myers of the Maine Forest Service will make a presentation to China residents on wildlife and urban interface issues in the town office meeting room on November 10, 2008.
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day – Date, Time, Location and 
Requirements: It was noted that the HHW drop-off day will be held on Saturday, October 18, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The drop-off location will be on the Airport Road in Waterville near the bus terminal. Pre-registration is required to participate. China residents may call the town office or Transfer Station if they have further questions. There are brochures available at the town office and Transfer Station describing items to bring and items not to bring. 
· Registrar Hours, Town Clerk Hours, Polling Hours and Location of Election: It was noted that the polls will be open from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the China Middle School multi-purpose room. Registrar and Town Clerk hours will be held the preceding week during the regular town office hours. The town office will be closed on Election Day. 
· Nomination Papers – Positions Open – Returned Nomination Papers: The Town Manager noted those individuals taking out nomination papers for various positions and also the remaining “open” positions for which residents have not taken out nomination papers. 
· Property Adjacent to the Town Office: The Town Manager noted that the business transactions associated with the purchase of the land adjacent to the town office should be finalized by the end of the week. 

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Office Rental Options – Old Town Office Draft Lease/Rental Agreement – 
Result of Advertisement for Lease to Non-Profits: It was noted that an advertisement to rent the Old Town Office space to non-profit organizations will be put in the newspaper soon. 










· November Ballot Warrant  Approval and Return/Signing: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0-1 (Austin) to approve and sign the Warrant for the November 4, 2008 referendum election.  

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· November Election - Appointment of Warden: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to approve of the appointment of Kelly Grotton as warden for the November election.  
· General Assistance Appendices – Amendments: It was noted that there will be a public hearing on the proposed amendments to the General Assistance Ordinance beginning at 6:50 p.m. in the meeting room at the China town office on Monday, October 13, 2008.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Assessment Warrant: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to process and sign tax abatements as presented.  On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to process and sign a Supplemental Tax Assessment Warrant as presented. The abatements and supplemental assessment are on file in the town office. 
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
