Select Board Meeting
Monday - 02/04/2008
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Tiffany L. Glidden, Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Charles Plumer, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #36 for $16,904.4 and Warrant #37 for $352,372.14 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 12/10/2007 and 01/22/2008 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Land Adjacent to the Town Office – Informational Update: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to put a question on the Town Business Meeting Warrant asking voters to appropriate an amount up to $81,500.00 for the purchase of property adjacent to the town office, now owned by Sue and Tim Banden. On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 3-1(Glidden) to recommend yes for the same question. Selectperson Irene L. Belanger said that the price was reasonable and that the town will eventually need the land. Selectperson Joann C. Austin felt that the town should own the property and could later, if it so decided to sell the property, decide who eventually would own it , avoiding the possibility of an incompatible neighbor for the town office.
· PSAP and Dispatch – Informational Update: The Town Manager noted that there continues to be meetings and discussions about options open to China for PSAP and Dispatch Services. He went on to note that with the closing of the Kennebec County Sheriff’s Office emergency services dispatch center, the
Central Maine Regional Communications Center in Augusta would take over dispatching for China. The Town Manager said that he has a letter from Cliff 








Wells of CMRCC assuring him that for public safety reasons, emergency calls from China will be answered and appropriate responders dispatched until further notice.  
· Town Business Meeting Date – Town Report Availability: It was agreed that the Town Business Meeting would be held on Saturday, March 29, 2008 beginning at 9:00am. A snow date would be Saturday, April 5, 2008. The Town Report will be available approximately 10 days before the scheduled meeting.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· 2008-2009 Municipal Budget and Warrant Signing: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to accept and sign the Warrant as presented with the addition of Article #47 regarding the purchase of land adjacent to the own office.
· Preliminary 2008 State Valuation Figures – Revaluation Implications and Open Forum Options for Revaluation Questions: It was noted that the results of the ongoing property revaluation will be reflected in tax bills sent out this summer. The Town Manager recommended holding a public forum later in the spring to answer property owners’ questions. Properties are assessed as of April 1 in any given year for inclusion in tax bills for the same year. 

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.

The Board discussed a request for consideration by the town’s plowing contractors for an increase in the hourly rate charged for plowing and sanding. They felt that they did not have enough information upon which to make a decision. They will discuss this topic at a later meeting. 

On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 7:43pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
