Public Hearing

05/15/06

6:30PM

June Ballot Articles – Warrant for the June 13, 2006 Town Meeting
1. School Budget Articles 


Article 2.
State & Local EPS Funding Allocation.
Shall the Town of China appropriate $6,597,462 for China’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education for Kindergarten to Grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and shall the Town of China raise $1,841,100 as China’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20A, section 15688?


School Committee Recommends:  
Yes
 



Selectmen Recommend:

Yes




Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes
Explanation: China’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum amount that the Town must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.

Article 3.
Tuition 
Shall the Town of China vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,540,976 for Tuition for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 and ending June 30, 2007.  If the amount appropriated is over the amount required, the difference will be carried forward into the next year and if the amount appropriated is under the amount required, that amount will be included in the next year's budget as a payable?
School Committee Recommends:  
Yes
 

Selectmen Recommend:

Yes


Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes









Article 4.
Expenditure 
Shall the Town authorize the School Committee to expend $2,540,976 for tuition?
School Committee Recommends:  
Yes

Selectmen Recommend:

Yes


Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes

Article 5.
Additional Local Funds 
Shall the Town of China raise and appropriate $947,517 in additional local funds which exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and Service funding model by $409,805?
The China School Committee recommends $947,517 for the following reasons:

· State funding for Essential Programs and Services is only at 90% of operating costs allocation for the school year 2006-07

· Transportation costs are above the Essential Programs and Services funding  allocation

· Costs are above the Essential Programs and Services funding allocation because of co-curricular and extracurricular, vocational education, gifted and talented education, special education, instruction programs, and operating two school facilities.

· Professional student to teacher ratios are lower than the EPS recommended student teacher ratios.

School Committee Recommends:  
Yes

Selectmen Recommend:

Yes


Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes
Explanation:  The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the Town’s local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to Grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for the annual debt service payment on non-state-funded school construction projects and the non-state funded portion of school construction projects that will help achieve the Town’s budget for educational programs.

Article 6.
Expenditure
Shall the Town of China vote to authorize the School Committee to expend $5,132,405 for administration, buildings & grounds, school lunch, debt service, instruction and transportation (remainder of budget requests) for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 and ending June 30, 2007?
School Committee Recommends:  
Yes 

Selectmen Recommend:

Yes



Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes

Article 7.
Total School Budget Summary

Shall the Town of China authorize the China School Committee to expend $7,673,381 for the fiscal year beginning July1, 2006 and ending June 30, 2007 from the Town’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from Kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act, non-state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition receipts, state subsidy, and other receipts for the support of the China Public Schools?

School Committee Recommends:  
Yes

Selectmen Recommend:

Yes


Budget Committee Recommends:  
Yes

2. Budget Committee Ordinance – See Attached Ordinance
Article 8.  Shall the town of China vote to adopt the Budget Committee Ordinance dated June 13, 2006 as approved and recommended by the China Select Board? 
(Explanation: It is intended that the proposed Budget Committee Ordinance will repeal and replace any previous action taken by the 1947 (or any other) Town Meeting vote. The 1947 Town Meeting Article has remained the governing procedure in the years up to today.)


Selectmen Recommend:

Yes









3. China land Development Code – See Attached Amendment
Article 9.  Shall Amendments to the China Land Development Code entitled Chapter 2, Land Use Ordinance and Chapter 11, Definitions, be enacted by the voters of the Town of China?


Selectmen Recommend:

Yes

Planning Board Recommends:
Yes
Select Board Meeting

05/15/06
7:00 PM

Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Agenda

I. Warrant #47 and Warrant #48 


II. Minutes of the 04/03/06, 04/19/06, and 05/01/06 Select Board Meetings

III. Manager’s Communications
Public Comment
2005 Maine Residents Property Tax and Rent Refund Program – File by May 
31, 2006
Open Transfer Station Day – Guidelines
June 13, 2006 Referendum Election – Town Office -  Polls Open from 7:30am 
to 8:00pm 
Project Canopy Grant Award - Signing
Paving Schedule – Summer and Fall 2006 – Bid Acceptance/Awarding

Notice of Road Closure (Bog Brook Road & Culvert Replacement)
China Lake Outlet Stream Dam – Update

IV. Unfinished Business
Public Comment
Recycling – Cardboard and Other Materials – Operations Efficiency


V. New Business
Public Comment
Municipal Tax Abatement
Red Lights Applications – China Rescue





Kathy O’Clair





Timothy Theriault

