Select Board Meeting
Wednesday - 07/21/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room
7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Elwood Ellis, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were Paul MacDonald, Jean Brown, Louis Rancourt, Elwin Higgins, Jamie Pitney, Mary Grow, and the Town Manager. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Paul MacDonald.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #3 for $24,036.87 and Warrant #4 for $317,925.68 as presented.

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the minutes of the 06/23/2008 and 07/07/2008 Select Board meetings as presented. 

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Preliminary Assessed Values 2008 Notice and Hearings: It was noted that the preliminary assessment notices should be in the mail in early August, 2008, that hearings on concerns relating to the preliminary notices will be held for two to three weeks following the notices being sent out, and that an insert will be put into the Town Line mailing issue notifying taxpayers of the process. Hopefully the 2008-2009 tax commitment will be done at the first Select Board meeting in September and that taxpayers will have three weeks or more during which they may pay their taxes before the tax due date. The Town Manager said that China property owners whose houses have not had interior inspections will have until Saturday, July 26, 2008 to schedule an appointment with the revaluation company. The revaluation people have been able to gain entry to a high percentage of China’s houses and camps. Jean Brown volunteered to bring coffee and donuts to the hearing sessions. It was also noted that if a revaluation had not been conducted; an increase of approximately 1.3mils would have been experienced because of an increase in the education budget. A two and one half page explanation of the revaluation was included in the China Lake Association’s summer newsletter.  
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: It was noted that packets have been sent to all elected officials with instructions on how to comply with the most recent Freedom of Access Laws. 
· PERC 3rd Quarter Tipping Fees $69.00/ton (2nd Quarter was $68.50): It was noted that the tipping fees have only risen $.50 from the second to third quarter of 2008.
· MDOT Paving in China – Lakeview Drive (.4 miles from the Pond Road in 
northeasterly direction for 4.4 miles): The State DOT will begin the paving of a section of Lakeview Drive soon and will finish the paving before mid October.

Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator – Neil Farrington – Wooden Nickels and Recycling 
Incentives: Select Board members Irene L. Belanger and Joann C. Austin commented about the need to include an expanded “swap shop” area in the newly reconfigured recycling area of the transfer station. Recycling coordinator Neil Farrington commented that it might not be an efficient use of resources to devote so much space for what appears to be relatively useless goods. Transfer Station employees Elwin Higgins and Louis Rancourt commented about the reorganized areas and noted that recycling rates have increased and that most any “swap shop” item of any value is taken quickly. The remaining items are usually “junk” stuff they said. There will be continued work on the effort to include a “swap shop” area on the property.  Selectperson Neil Farrington commented about the wooden nickel recycling incentive program.
· CMP Maine Power Reliability Program: The town is waiting for a response from Mr. Terry Brooks, CMP’s representative in the Power Options initiative, regarding the price CMP is willing to pay for town property adjacent to the Power Line.

New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Time Warner Spin-Off and Approval Consideration (Franchisees): The Select Board decided not to take action on this item at this time.
· Application for BYOB Function – The Cabins at China Lake (on 
08/23/2008): On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 4-0 to approve a BYOB event at The Cabins at China Lake for 9:00 a.m. to midnight on Saturday, August 23, 2008.
· Abatements and Supplemental Tax Certificates and Warrants: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to approve of abatements and Supplemental Tax Certificates and Warrants as presented. Copies of the work are on file at the town office.  
· Tax Relief Programs: The town office has a listing of the tax relief programs offered by the State. Also, Selectperson Neil Farrington said he felt the town should consider entering into agreements with the elderly over 65 years old to have them offset an amount up to $750.00 by working for the town. 
· School Revolving Renovation Fund Bond Execution: On a motion by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger and a second by Selectperson Joann C. Austin, the Board voted 4-0 to approve of and sign the execution papers for a bond on behalf of the town relating to the RRF renovations at the China Middle and Primary Schools.
In other business the Board received information about the new fence installed around the town generator at the front of the town office, discussed the recommended fee revision schedule, and noted the list of possible November ballot items provided to them by the Town Manager.
On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Irene L. Belanger, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
