Approved Minutes to Recreation Committee Meeting

October 1, 2003

Members Present:  Chairman Kevin Cunningham, Dolly Batteese, Al Hawk, and Becky Hapgood

Others Present:  Peter Foote, Jeff Goggin, Linda & Rich Szabo, Shane Roberts and James Harder III

Meeting opened at 6:40 pm.  The minutes from the 9/16/03 meeting were approved.

Concession Stand:

Peter Foote handed out an update to the concession use stand policy application form.  Changes were recommended and a final draft will be prepared for the next meeting.  Also a concession stand policy will be written by the committee for approval at the next meeting.

Football update:

Shane Roberts mentioned that football will need storage at the end of the season and the recreation garage is not varmint proof.  They have a lot of brand new equipment that should not be stored where there is no assurance of protection from the elements and varmints.  Shane was asked to take a look at the garage and suggest changes that could be made to the garage to allow the storage of football equipment in that building.

Insurance covers equipment stored?

Jeff Goggin mentioned that the CYL might have to take out renters insurance because they have been told that if anything happened to the building, their equipment would not be covered. Dan L’Heureux said the town office would check with the town’s insurance company and report back to the committee, CYL and football league.

Next meeting:

October 22, 2003 at 6:30 pm

Reduced light charge:

Jeff Goggin also mentioned that Belgrade has lights and does not pay the $600 demand charge.  Kevin Cunningham was asked to look into it.

Other:
Dolly Batteese made a motion to accept the China Co-Ed Softball $600 instead of the $1200 made at previous meeting.  Al Hawk seconded it.  Vote 3-1 to approve.

Dolly Batteese made a motion to approve the $600 charge for usage on the CMP bill.  Al Hawk seconded it.  Vote 4-0 to approve.

New Business:
A kiosk needs to be completed as part of the grant for the lights.  Al Hawk volunteered to build the kiosk for the field.  A flagpole is needed at the fields.  We will get an estimate from Guy Gay Mailboxes.  Also the shrubs around the stone for Tom Roddy need to be trimmed.

Becky Hapgood and Al Hawk volunteered to write a draft lighting use policy for the next meeting.

On motion by Al Hawk and second by Dolly Batteese voted to recommend changing the name of the recreation fields to China Memorial Recreational Fields.  Dedicated to:  Tom Roddy   This will allow others to be added.  The committee wished to have the Select Board review their recommendation and advise them.

On motion by Becky Hapgood and second by Dolly Batteese voted to begin forming a committee to start on a China Community Day(s) for 2004.  Vote 4-0.  The Town Office will put the word out that we are looking for volunteers for the committee.

On motion by Becky Hapgood and second by Dolly Batteese voted to enforce the No Smoking, Drinking or Drugs in, on or around the recreation fields.  The committee will put up signs in the spring and notify all users to follow the policy.

Becky Hapgood began a discussion of repairing the fields to not only fit the youth league’s needs but also comply with co-ed ASA rules.  Co-ed ASA rules show 65 feet between the bases where Little League is at 60 feet.  Becky feels that the fields present a danger to adults that play.  The league uses 50 core balls and high-powered bats and she would like to see a decreased liability by setting up the fields for the different uses.  Also the town may have more interest from teams looking to host a tournament if it is a regulation size field.

Al Hawk approached the topic of expanding the offering to community.  Years ago talk had been about installing tennis courts.  Al would like to expand what we offer.

Maybe the committee could include a questionnaire insert in the Town Line to polls residents about their activities/interests.  The committee will work on it.

Meeting adjourned 8:25.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rebecca Hapgood

