Select Board Meeting
Monday – 12/08/2008 – Town Office Meeting Room

7:00 PM

Minutes

The meeting was opened by the Chair at 7:00 pm. Board members present were Paul MacDonald, Peter Foote, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Irene L. Belanger. Others present were H. David Cotta, Tim Theriault, Theresa Gooldrup, Danny McKinnis, Patty Glidden, Thomas Alfieri, Scott Pierz, and the Town Manager.  Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag by Tim Theriault.

On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 4-0 to accept Warrant #25 for $19,705.36 and Warrant #26 for $581,727.42 as presented.

Manager’s Report:
· Public Comment: State Representative H. David Cotta handed out an article from the Kennebec Journal which referenced an initiative by Bill Dion to create a recreational fishing pond off the Dirigo Road. One of the objectives of creating this pond is to form a youth fishing club. It was noted that there will be some significant DEP review of the proposal, including the sensitivities involved with aquifers.  
· Freedom Of Access Law and Public Officials Training: Elected officials were again reminded of the need to be informed about the FOAA and that they need to certify that they have either read the appropriate and relevant information or that they have been to a seminar on the same.  
· 2008-2009 Budget Time-Line – Draft Proposed for 12/22/2008: It was noted that the Town Manager will hand out the initial draft of the 2009-2010 municipal budget at the regularly scheduled meeting on 12/22/2008. 
· Holiday Schedule: The Select Board approved of the holiday scheduled presented by the Town Manager.













Unfinished Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Recycling Coordinator: Selectperson Neil Farrington discussed the need for a compactor at the transfer station. He noted that there is a need to compact the various recyclable products so that more weight can be added to each load hauled. This would additionally reduce the number of loads hauled thereby reducing transportation costs. Neil went on to say that the market for recyclables has collapsed and that the town needs to reduce the cost of recycling to bring expenses and revenues in line with one another. 

Neil also noted that a compactor could be used to promote single source recycling. This type of recycling encourages recycling by allowing residents to throw all recycling products into one compactor without the need for sorting. The town will be considering the single source recycling idea at a later meeting.  
· Danny McKinnis – China Rescue: Danny McKinnis, president of China Rescue, presented the Board with China Rescue’s proposal on the purchase of a new Rescue vehicle from Yankee Fire & Rescue for just under $200,000.00. The Town Manager was directed to negotiate the most favorable price. There was a good deal of discussion about whether or not the town needed such a large and expensive vehicle. Selectperson Paul MacDonald commented that it is too much for a small community. On a motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 4-1(MacDonald) to purchase a new Rescue vehicle from the low bidder, Yankee Fire & Rescue. Selectperson Paul MacDonald commented that he is not against purchasing a new truck; he feels this one is too much for the town. There was additional discussion about the National Fire Prevention Association vehicle standards which are expected to change by the end of December and cause a price increase. Selectperson Paul MacDonald and Selectperson Neil Farrington visited other municipalities to view their rescue vehicles. Selectperson Peter Foote asked about whether or not a local dealer could provide a quote on the vehicle chassis. Chairperson Irene L. Belanger noted that China voters had appropriated funds at a town business meeting for a new Rescue vehicle. Selectperson Joann Austin commented that she felt Delta Ambulance provides somewhat of the same services as Rescue and that the town might not need such a large rescue vehicle. 














New Business:
· Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.
· Abatements: On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to accept and sign the abatement requests as presented. The record of the abatements granted will be kept on file at the town office.
· Vision Session – Preliminary Summary – Select Board Chair, Irene L. Belanger: Chairperson Irene L. Belanger commented that the Board would discuss short, intermediate and long term goals presented at the vision session on December 18, 2008. She also said that the Board would include discussion of a more current list provided at that same session by the Town Manager. She went on to say that the Board would be asking for volunteers to serve on respective implementation committees associated with the China Comprehensive Plan long term goals for China.    
· Wind Turbine Site Location – Permitting and Installation: It was noted that Selectperson Peter Foote and the Town Manager would attend the Planning Board meeting of 12/09/2008 and represent the town in its application to obtain a permit for the installation of a wind turbine. 
· Warrant for the February 3, 2008 Special Referendum Election – RSU Representatives and Town Articles:



RSU – Candidates to the new RSU #18 School Board: It was noted that there are three candidates for the two new RSU positions, Charles Clark, Elwood Ellis, and Deanne Pizzo. 



Town Articles


1. Wireless Telecommunications Ordinance: On a motion by 



Selectperson Peter Foote and a second by Selectperson Neil 



Farrington, the Board voted 4-1(Austin) to accept the proposed Warrant 


Article as presented and to forward it to the February ballot with a 


recommendation of “yes”. There was erroneous information in the 


explanatory statement on the November ballot, which voters had already 


approved. 


2. Septic System Compliance Ordinance: Selectperson Neil Farrington 

made a motion to accept the proposed ordinance and Selectperson Paul 


MacDonald seconded the motion. C.E.O. Scott Pierz said that he 



forwarded the original document to the town’s attorney for comment and 

possible revision. He went on to note that he reworded the town 



attorney’s version to better reflect efficiency and the town’s interests. 


There were questions about the timeline for phased in implementation of 


the Ordinance and about the cost of the obligatory inspections. On a 


motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson 


Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to table consideration until the 


next meeting.   











3. Sign Ordinance: Selectperson Neil Farrington made a motion to 


accept the proposed ordinance and Selectperson Paul MacDonald 


seconded the motion. It was noted that the PB did not review the 



proposed ordinance.  On a motion by Selectperson Paul MacDonald and 


a second by Selectperson Peter Foote, the Board voted 5-0 to table 


consideration of the proposal until the next meeting. 


4. China Land Development Cods, Land Use Ordinance, Chapter 2, 



Section 5 Land Use Standards, Height Restrictions: On a 


motion by Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson 


Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the proposed Article and 


to forward it on to the February 3, 2009 ballot with a recommendation of 


“yes”. There was an omission on the similar November 4, 2008 ballot 


and this Article would correct the omission. 



5. Wind Turbine Supplemental Appropriation: On a motion by 



Selectperson Neil Farrington and a second by Selectperson Joann C. 



Austin, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the Article as presented and to 



forward it to the February 3, 2009 ballot with a recommendation of 



“yes”. 



6. Compactor Appropriation: On a motion by Selectperson Neil 



Farrington and a second by Selectperson Pete Foote, the Board voted 4-



0-1(Foote) to accept the Article as presented and to forward it to the 



February 3, 2009 ballot with a recommendation of “yes”. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Paul MacDonald, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 9:43 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Joann C. Austin, Secretary

China Select Board   
