  Existing subsurface wastewater disposal systems within all Shoreland Districts



Beginning July 1, 2009, the owners of property within any Shoreland District in the Town of China as designated on the officially adopted China Land Use District Map and on which is located a subsurface wastewater disposal system (hereinafter Shoreland Owner) shall provide the Local Plumbing Inspector (LPI) with proof that the subsurface wastewater disposal system located on this land has been permitted, installed, inspected and approved by the Town’s present LPI, or a prior LPI for the Town, no earlier than January 1, 1998. Those HHE-200 design forms with plumbing permit stickers and inspection approvals signed by a present or past LPI subsequent to January 1, 1998 shall be deemed proof that the subsurface wastewater disposal system has been permitted, inspected and approved as required.  For the purposes of this section the Town may require any replacement septic system design to be recorded at the Kennebec County Registry of Deeds in accordance with those forms made available for said purpose by the Maine Department of Human Services’ Division of Environmental Health.  



In the event any Shoreland Owner has been unable to provide, or has not provided, such proof the Shoreland Owner must either:



1.
By December 31, 2014 submit to an inspection, paid for by the Shoreland Owner and conducted by a qualified individual or business certified by the Maine Department of Human Services’ Division of Environmental Health to determine whether or not the Shoreland Owner’s existing subsurface wastewater system substantially meets the standards set forth in the Maine Subsurface Waste Water Disposal Rules (10-144 CMR 241) and poses no threat to the ground water table.  A copy of all inspection reports shall be provided to the Town’s LPI for evaluation and to ensure compliance with the requirements stated below; or



2.
Replace his/her/their existing subsurface wastewater system with a new system designed by a licensed site evaluator, and permitted, installed, inspected and approved by the Town’s LPI, no later than December 31, 2014.



If the Shoreland Owner chooses the first course of action, and the inspection is conducted by December 31, 2014 by a qualified individual or business certified by the Maine Department of Human Services’ Division of Environmental Health who determines that the system substantially meets the standards set forth in the Maine Subsurface Waste Water Disposal Rules (10-144 CMR 241), is not malfunctioning, and poses no threat to the ground water table, the Shoreland Owner must submit to a similar inspection every four (4) years thereafter unless and until the system is replaced by a new system designed by a licensed site evaluator, permitted, installed, inspected and approved by the Town’s LPI.  



If, upon any inspection conducted by a qualified individual or business certified by the Maine Department of Human Services’ Division of Environmental Health, it is determined that the existing subsurface wastewater system is not malfunctioning but poses a threat to the groundwater table, a new system must be designed by a licensed site evaluator, and permitted, installed, inspected and approved by the Town’s LPI within two (2) years from the date the Shoreland Owner is notified of the results of the inspection.



If, upon any inspection conducted by a qualified individual or business certified by the Maine Department of Human Services’ Division of Environmental Health it is determined that the existing subsurface wastewater system is malfunctioning, either (1) a new system must be designed by a licensed site evaluator and permitted, installed, inspected and approved by the Town’s LPI within the period of time required by the LPI, or (2) use of the existing system must be discontinued. If the LPI deems it warranted due to the nature of the malfunction, the LPI at any time may order the discontinuance of the system until the new system has been installed.

