Public Hearing

10/04/04

6:30 PM

The Board opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 pm. Selectperson Neil Farrington led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Board members present were Irene L. Belanger, Betsy Fitzgerald, Joann C. Austin, Neil Farrington, and Tiffany L. Glidden. Others present were Mary Grow, the Town Manager, and those on the attached attendance sheet.
The Board opened discussion on the following local November ballot questions:

November Ballot Questions – 2004  (Local Questions)

To see if the Town will vote to adopt proposed amendments to the China Land Development Code, Chapter 4, Phosphorous Control Ordinance, and Chapter 11, Definitions, and to further appropriate a sum not to exceed $7,500.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the administration of said revisions.


(Explanation: By voting for this article the Town would be replacing the

current Phosphorous Control Ordinance with the proposed Water Quality Protection Ordinance, (all within the Land Development Code), and amending and adding new definitions accordingly. Furthermore, it is intended that the Select Board would be considering assessment of appropriate fees to offset the appropriation for administration.) 

Select Board recommends:


Yes

Budget Committee recommends:

No

Scott Pierz began by commenting that he favors the proposed Water Quality Protection Ordinance. He went on to say that the intent of the Phosphorous Committees’ goal was to develop an ordinance that is more user friendly and more objective than China’s current Phosphorous Control Ordinance. Mr. Pierz cautioned that he felt there would be some additional associated costs for administrating the new requirements of the ordinance. Committee member Elwood Ellis commented that, from his experience in surveying, the new ordinance would be simpler and less costly to landowners outside the shoreland zone. Mr. Ellis said it seemed fair to add requirements to properties in the shoreland as part of protecting water quality. There were additional comments about the effect the 








proposed ordinance would have on development in the China Lake and Three Mile Pond watersheds. 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate an amount up to $15,000.00 from Undesignated Fund Balance for the purpose of offsetting costs associated with data collection and preparation of information relating to and in consideration of a town revaluation or equalization process. 


(Explanation: The town contracts for assessing agent services and 


therefore requires an additional appropriation for this necessary work)

Select Board recommends:


Yes

Budget Committee recommends:

No

Mr. David Ledew, Supervisor of Municipal Services in the Property Tax Division of the Maine Bureau of Revenue Services, gave an opening 20-minute presentation on property taxes. He noted that property taxes are mandated by the State Constitution and that State legislation adds hat they must be based on market value. Local assessors must assess property equally so that comparable properties produce similar tax revenues and that everyone pays a fair share. Mr. Ledew pointed out how much total revenue property taxes generate statewide and compared them to other municipal and state revenues. He also noted that because property values change over time and not in a uniform manner, periodic revaluations need to be done to re-establish a level playing filed for all taxpayers. Mr. Ledew answered questions from the audience. When asked whether a municipality could reassess only one classification of property, he responded that at any point where a town determined a class or an area to be undervalued, not only can they, but the assessors should revalue the class or area. In response to a question about whether the revalued class or area should be at 100 percent of market value if other town properties are at a lower average valuation, Mr. Ledew said a selective revaluation should increase the revalued area only to the same level as the rest of the town. There were other questions and comments about ranging from current real estate market conditions and the Palesky Tax Cap initiative to the cost of a complete revaluation and relief for long term home owners. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:27 pm.









Select Board Meeting

10/04/04

8:28 PM

Minutes

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to open the meeting at 8:28 pm. All Board members were present. Those present at the Public Hearing were also present, (see the attached list).

The Board observed a moment of silence honoring Christine Bessey. 

On a motion by Selectperson Joann C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to accept Warrant #’s 13 & 14 as presented.
On a motion by Selectperson Jaonn C. Austin and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to accept the minutes of the 09/07/04 and 09/20/04 Select Board meetings as presented.

Public Comment: There was not any public comment at this time.

Manager’s Communications:

· November 2, 2004 Election: The Town Manager noted that absentee ballots have been available, that the Polls will be at the China Middle School and will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm, and that a correction is being made to the absentee ballots. Corrected absentee ballots will be sent out as soon as possible. The Board authorized closing the town office on November 2 so town office staff can be available at the polls.
· Community Service Day – Thanks to Erskine Academy Sophomores: The community service done by Erskine Academy sophomores was acknowledged.

· Kennebec County Jail Inmate Work Program – Thanks for Painting the Municipal Buildings: Selectperson Neil Farrington was recognized for his efforts to have Kennebec County Jail inmates do community projects. As a result of the inmates painting two municipal buildings there was a cost savings estimated at over $5,000.00. 

· Road Work Update: It was noted that pike Industries would be in China on Thursday to pave roads. Road striping would be done shortly thereafter. Mr. Paul MacDonald commented that places on the sides of the Dirigo need gravel.









 
· MMA Convention, October 6,7, &8, 2004: Board members were asked if they would like to have the town office staff register them for the convention. 

Unfinished Business: This item was covered extensively at during the Public Hearing.
New Business: 

· Election Warrant: The Board signed the November 2, 2004 Election Warrant.

· Appointment of Animal Control Officer: On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to appoint Peter Cote of Palermo animal control officer, succeeding the late Christine Bessey. 
· Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day  - October 30, 2004 in Waterville – Letter of Intent: On a motion by Selectperson Betsy Fitzgerald and a second by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden, the Board voted 5-0 to authorize the Town manager to sign a letter of intent notifying the Kennebec Valley Council of Governments that China eill participate in the regional household hazardous waste collection day, scheduled for 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Saturday, October 30, 2004 in Waterville. 
On a motion by Selectperson Tiffany L. Glidden and a second by Selectperson Neil Farrington, the Board voted 5-0 to adjourn at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Fitzgerald, Secretary

China Select Board
