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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 
571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of September 13, 2016
Board Members Present: Chairman Frank Soares, Milton Dudley, Tom Miragliuolo
Board Members Not Present:  Toni Wall, James Wilkens
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Mary Grow, Madeline St. Amour
Meeting opened by Chairman Frank Soares at 6:30pm
Meeting Minutes
Review the minutes from the August 09, 2016 meeting.

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Miragliuolo
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
Old Business
Review of Ordinance changes as a result of the 08/09/2016 Planning Board Meeting and 07/26/2016 Public Hearing 
· Chairman Soares asked for any and all changes as opposed to reviewing item by item again. Board Member Miragliuolo said he had reviewed the minutes and revisions and thought everyone had done a good job of capturing all of the changes.  Board Member Dudley made a motion to approve the latest revisions dated August 11, 2016 of the Planning Board Ordinance’s proposed revisions.  Board Member Miragliuolo seconded the motion.  Chairman Soares pointed out that the revisions would now be moved to the Select Board for their review.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik asked if a public hearing would be required. Chairman Soares stated he would create a cover letter to provide to the Select Board.  Chairman Soares stated that Town Manager Daniel L’Heureux had discussed the possibility of a dual public hearing with both the Select Board and Planning Board.  Chairman Soares stated that from this moment on the document belongs to the Select Board for their review and that the Planning Board had done all they could at this point.  
· Board Member Miragliuolo stated that the Conditional Use Criteria may need to be reviewed again.  CEO Mitnik said he thought that had been done at the last meeting.  Board Member Dudley clarified that that one review had been done regarding making the language more positive.  However, further review would be needed to determine if the Conditional Use Criteria are necessary, redundant, measurable, etc. CEO Mitnik stated there are no current standards to judge the criteria and the Board agreed.  Chairman Soares said review of the Conditional Use Criteria could be added to the agenda for this fall and winter.  Board Member Miragliuolo questioned whether the Select Board would take issue with changes to the criteria.  Board Member Dudley said if they did that he would “protest” as the Select Board does not govern the Planning Board.  Board Member Miragliuolo clarified that the Select Board may have suggestions and Board Member Dudley said if they were willing to assist and provide suggestions that he would be fine with that.  
New Business
Planning Board Ordinance changes formerly approved by Board but not voted upon by Town 
Board Member Wall had submitted some information via email regarding Section 2-1.   She pointed out that the wording states, The Board shall consist of five (5) members and one (1) alternate.”  Board Member Wall stated that it creates the appearance that the Board shall have six (6) total members.  She suggested having it say, “The Board shall consist of 5 members, 1 from each of the four (4) areas designated on the map and 1 Alternate at Large.  Board Member Dudley reminded the Board of previous discussions regarding removing the requirement of designated areas in order to encourage more involvement.  Board Member Dudley stated this was not a pressing matter and suggested tabling the matter for further discussion with the entire Board.  Chairman Soares agreed to table the matter to the next meeting. 

CEO Report
Discussion of Phosphorus Control Ordinance
· CEO Mitnik stated that the Phosphorous Control Ordinance is out of date.  The tables used to size buffers are out of date.  The Ordinance refers to Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) methodologies, which have been updated.  Chairman Soares asked if phosphorous control measures were just for shoreland and controlled areas. CEO Mitnik said any new residential and commercial structures in the lake watershed and in excess of 1,500 square feet are subject to the phosphorous control measures.  He stated that buffers could get lost in the shuffle when a property is sold and may require deed restrictions.  He pointed out that DEP recommends the deed restriction in their methodology.   CEO Mitnik stated the Town currently has no process of tracking buffers.  CEO Mitnik clarified that he was not suggesting making changes in time for the November election but was something he could start working on this winter if the Board thought it was worthwhile.  Chairman Soares said to keep in mind that China’s philosophy was to not have tighter restrictions than others did so the Board would have to review closely.  He stated it is important to keep the lake clean but not to punish people.  Board Member Miragliuolo asked if they would be looking to change the buffer standards.  CEO Mitnik said “no” that it would more about creating a tracking system regarding the buffers.  He then clarified that it would be updating to the current DEP standards and the long-term buffer tracking.  CEO Mitnik stated that the DEP looks at specific soil groups and for well-drained soils, the buffer requirements are relaxed a bit.  Other soils that have clay and salt and are more erodible the buffer requirements are stricter.  Chairman Soares asked if the new standards are less restrictive than the current standards.  CEO Mitnik said, “Yes, in regards to good soil.”    
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: September 27, 2016

Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Dudley.  
Motion seconded by Board Member Miragliuolo.
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 




Meeting Adjourned at 6:49pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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