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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office – 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine
APPROVED Minutes of April 9, 2013
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Kyle Pierce and Toni Wall
Board Members Not Present:  Frank Soares and James Wilkens
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Present
Attendees: Carrol White, Carlaine Bovio
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Minutes


Review draft meeting minutes of March 26, 2013
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall
Vote 3-0-1 with Board Member Pierce’s abstention

Work Session:

· Chairman Breton provided the Board with information regarding meeting quorum and voting majority requirements for the Planning Board.  Per the Robert’s Rules of Order, the Board follows the voting majority.  For example, if there were five members present, majority vote would be three out of five. 
· Board Member Dudley requested a copy of the China Comprehensive Plan Revised in 2008.  Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Pierz indicated he would provide a copy to Board Member Dudley but also pointed out that it was available on the Town of China website.  
· Chairman Breton forwarded a message to the Board from Implementation Committee (IC) Member Dale Worster.  Mr. Worster wrote a letter addressed to the Codes Enforcement Officer and asked CEO Pierz to provide that message to the Planning Board.  Mr. Worster also requested that the letter be read at the Planning Board meeting.  Chairman Breton expressed that the letter need not be read at the meeting.  IC Member and China Resident Carrol White asked if a copy of the letter was available to be read.  Board Member Dudley said he was against the letter being read into the public record and also felt it was not necessary.  Chairman Breton told the Board that if they wanted the document read, it could be read and also emphasized the letter was a public document. 
Proposed Lighting Standards:
· Scott Pierz, speaking as Chairman of the Implementation Committee stated that the IC had spent numerous hours working on the proposed Lighting Standards.  Mr. Pierz said the IC would not want to receive the Lighting Standards document back with more changes made by the Planning Board.  He considered the draft the final result of the IC’s review.  Board Member Dudley indicated he would like to know how the IC came to their decisions regarding the proposed Lighting Standards.    

· Chairman Breton suggested that both committees work together on the document.  

· IC Member Carlaine Bovio stated that the IC worked for months on the proposed Lighting Standards in order to make them consistent with what the residents of the Town of China had requested. The IC attempted to condense the document so people could easily understand its intent.  
· IC Chairman Pierz acknowledged that Board Member Dudley’s questions were good and suggested that the Boards work together on these standards. 

· Board Member Pierce reiterated that it would behoove both committees to work together.  She expressed concern regarding ordinances that had been put forth to voters without the support of other Boards and those ordinances were ultimately rejected by the voters.  Board Member Pierce stated that the Planning Board sees things from a different point of view than the IC.  She also asserted that Board Member Dudley had shed new light on some issues and that it was important the questions and concerns be considered.  

· Board Member Wall reiterated that the suggestions were not Board Member Dudley’s alone; the suggestions were those of the Planning Board and Board Member Dudley simply brought them forward.  Board Member Wall also agreed that both Boards should work together on the proposed Lighting Standards.  
· IC Member Carrol White agreed that the Board should sit down together and work on the proposed standards.  He signified the importance of making the document work for the residents of the Town of China.    

· IC Chairman Pierz expressed that the IC has had to “swim against the current” in that there seemed to be a lack of support from other Town Boards.  He said there was a charge to get something done, there were volunteers who donated their time and regardless of what Town officials may personally feel those officials need to look at the greater concept and let voters decide.    

· Board Member Wall said that all Board members should be able to answer questions when residents come to them with inquiries about how the Lighting Standards came to be. 
· Board Member Dudley stated that the document must be able to “stand alone” because the Board members who created the document will not always be available to clarify any questions that may arise regarding the document itself.  Board Member Dudley reiterated that the document must have clear language and some of the wording was still vague and required clarification.  
· Chairman Breton read lighting information found in the Town of Richmond Ordinances.  IC Chairman Pierz responded that the Town of Richmond Ordinance had some quantifiable standards.  
· IC Chairman Pierz affirmed that certain people on the IC were integral on discussions and should be included in the combined Planning Board and Implementation Committee meeting.  

· Chairman Breton asked that if the Planning Board was to send their questions and concerns back to the IC, could the IC then provide the Planning Board with their responses. IC Chairman Pierz offered to forward the Planning Board’s questions to the IC, answer the questions with more detailed explanations and then send those responses back to the Planning Board.  All present Planning Board members agreed upon that compromise.  
Commercial and MultiFamily Residential Site Plan Review Ordinance
· At the last Planning Board meeting held March 26, 2013, questions arose regarding the Commercial and MultiFamily Residential Site Plan Review Ordinance.  One of the questions pertained to the waiving of a public hearing.  CEO Pierz stated that a public hearing could be waived during a site plan review.  However, the MultiFamily Residential Site Plan Review is really a subdivision which, during subdivision reviews, the public hearing requirement, cannot be waived.  
· Another question that had arisen was in regards to the notification requirement to abutters.  CEO Pierz revealed that the IC wanted to have a preliminary notification to the abutters before the public hearing so that the abutters could be involved in meetings before public hearing time.  

· IC member Carlaine Bovio stated that people were not being notified in a timely manner therefore the IC came up with the preliminary notification requirement.   
· Board Member Dudley agreed that a preliminary notice to abutters is a good idea but suggested the cost not be attributed to the applicant.  Board Member Dudley asked if the Planning Board could cover the costs of certified mailers for the preliminary notification. 

· CEO Pierz responded that the Town could send out the preliminary mailing to abutters as a regular mailing as opposed to certified mailers and that this change would be added to the re-write.  

· Board Member Wall suggested the IC write an article for the Town Line newspaper which would describe the purpose of the IC.  
· Board Member Dudley and CEO Pierz both pointed out that in the past the Planning Board had not received support on certain issues, therefore it is important to inform the residents of current issues.  
CEO Pierz asserted that Kevin Gower of G.O. Tubing, Inc. had expressed an interest to submit an application for summer uses of the G.O. Tubing site.  Preliminary ideas included anniversary parties, weddings, etc.  CEO Pierz confirmed he would be speaking with Mr. Gower more in depth in the near future.

CEO Pierz indicated that Thad Barber had inquired about the building permit for the Fieldstone Quikstop expansion.  CEO Pierz stated that Mr. Barber had not yet obtained his Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) approval, therefore the Town would not issue the building permit until Mr. Barber could provide the MUBEC approval.
Chairman Breton and Board Member Wall both stated they would not be available for the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting tentatively scheduled for April 23, 2013.  Due to the absence of several Planning Board members and no new agenda items, it was suggested to postpone the next Board meeting until May 7, 2013.

Adjourn:

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting May 7, 2013

Motion to accept scheduling of the next meeting and adjournment made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall.
Unanimously Approved.
Meeting Adjourned 7:57pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Tracy Cunningham

Planning Board Secretary
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