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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 
APPROVED Minutes of June 24, 2014
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Kyle Pierce
Board Members Not Present:  James Wilkens, Frank Soares
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Not Present

Attendees:  Elwood Ellis, Paul MacDonald, Mary Grow, Thadius Barber, Neal Farrington
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Minutes

Review draft meeting minutes of May 13, 2014.

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall.
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
New Business
Consideration of a proposed amendment to the China Mall Subdivision Plan by Thadius Barber d//b/a Barber Investments LLC to remove the boundary between the Fieldstone Quikstop (306 Route 3) and the China Mini Mall (16 Vassalboro Road), and for the installation of additional parking for the China Mini Mall.  The property is identified by Tax Map 16, Lot 30 in a Rural District in the Three Mile Pond Watershed in China, Maine.  
· Elwood Ellis addressed the Board and provided updated maps of the China Mall Subdivision Plan showing the boundary between Fieldstone Quikstop and the China Mini Mall removed and the additional parking for the China Mini Mall.  

· Chairman Breton said there had been discussion on the stairs at the mini mall during the last Planning Board meeting due to the lack of a permit.  Chairman Breton pointed out now that the two (2) lots have been combined there is no setback requirement for the property line and that the addition of the stairs was being addressed with a permit through the Town.  

· Chairman Breton reviewed the application materials.  Board Member Dudley made a motion that the application was complete.  Board Member Pierce seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Chairman Breton reviewed the revised China Mall subdivision map and reiterated what Mr. Ellis previously stated; that the two lots were now combined as one and the additional parking spaces located at the mini mall were added to the plan. 
· Under the direction of Chairman Breton, the Board reviewed and accepted all thirteen (13) responses to the mandatory subdivision Guidelines submitted by the applicant. 

· Mr. Thadius Barber confirmed that the project is complete.

· Board Member Dudley made a motion that based on the responses provided by Mr. Barber and Mr. Ellis that the amended subdivision plan met all of the subdivision guideline requirements.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

· Chairman Breton stated that any subdivision review must be accompanied by a public hearing.  Mr. Ellis asked if a public hearing was required even with minor revisions such as these.  Board Member Dudley made a motion that no public hearing be required due to the minor amendment.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  Chairman Breton reiterated that the ordinance required a public hearing.  Board Member Pierce pointed out that consistency in following the ordinance was of the utmost importance.  Chairman Breton and all of the present Board members reviewed the ordinance.  Board Member Dudley suggested that the public hearing requirement could be interpreted either way and that in this case there would be no harm to the public if no public hearing was held.  Board Member Dudley reiterated that there would be no public controversy and that it would not serve anyone to hold a public hearing in this case.  It was unanimously approved that no public hearing was required.
· Chairman Breton suggested to Mr. Barber that if any future changes were anticipated to please come to the Town and Planning Board first.  Mr. Barber agreed.
Chairman Breton indicated that a new Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) and Licensed Plumbing Inspector (LPI) had been hired by the town.  William Najpauer will be assuming the duties effective July 08, 2014.  Mr. Najpauer previously worked for Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (KVCOG) and currently works for the Town of Rockport.  

Chairman Breton went on to thank and express his appreciation for former CEO Scott Pierz for all of his hard work and dedication to the Town of China for the past nineteen (19) years.  Chairman Breton wanted to thank Mr. Pierz for his assistance to the Planning Board and expressed that he would miss all of his guidance.  The other present Planning Board members agreed.  
Selectman Paul MacDonald asked about the China Dine-ah expansion and deck.  Chairman Breton stated that he had just signed the Planning Board permit which allows Ms. Lisa Wardwell the additional fifty (50) seats and that she had met the requirements of the State Fire Marshall and the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) requirements.  Chairman Breton pointed out that the building permit for renovations inside the restaurant would be issued by the CEO.  Ms. Wardwell has provided payment for the building permit of the new deck and ramp.  Ms. Wardwell also told CEO Pierz that waitresses would not be providing service outside.    
Mr. MacDonald then asked about the State permit for the Fieldstone Quikstop’s septic system.  Chairman Breton stated he was under the impression that Mr. Barber was given ninety (90) days to have the system repaired to meet the State’s requirements but that he had no further details to provide.  
· Mr. MacDonald asked about the well being within three hundred (300) feet of the septic system and if there was no ledge that there could be a potential problem.  Chairman Breton stated that the issue concerning the well was a state concern and that the permit was issued by them. 
China resident Neal Farrington asked about the well on Route 3 located at the previous location of the P&M Driving School.  Mr. Farrington asked whose responsibility was that well as he was under the impression there was arsenic in the water.  Chairman Breton said he was aware that the well water had been tested and did show levels of arsenic but it was unclear as to what those levels were.  Mr. Farrington asked if the Town had a responsibility to post information regarding the well’s water.  Mr. MacDonald pointed out that it was a private well and the Town had no responsibility regarding it.  Mr. Farrington then asked if the well was in the State’s right of way.  Board Member Dudley pointed out that the owners of the property would be liable and that this was not a Planning Board issue and any concerns should be brought to the new CEO.  
Adjourn:
Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting July 08, 2014.  
· Chairman Breton pointed out there was no new business for the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting scheduled for July 08, 2014.  He suggested cancelling the meeting due to no new business.  It was suggested that the Board conduct a “meet and greet” for new CEO William Najpauer.  All present members agreed.

Motion to accept scheduling of the “meet and greet session” and adjournment made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall.

Unanimously approved with no further discussion.


Meeting Adjourned at 7:38pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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