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China Planning Board Meeting 
APPROVED Minutes of September 24, 2013
China Town Office – 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine

Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Frank Soares, James Wilkens
Board Members Not Present:  Kyle Pierce
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Present

Attendees:  Paul MacDonald, Charles Plumer, Debra Pomelow, Rick Pomelow, Jeff Grassi, Nichole Grassi, Mary Grow
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Chairman Breton appointed Board Member Soares to voting capacity.
Minutes

Review draft meeting minutes of September 10, 2013.

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall
Board Member Dudley addressed the Board and stated that he was very proud of what the Board had accomplished during the last Planning Board meeting.  

There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

New Business

Consideration of the review of Conditional Use Permit Application #08-09242013 by Debra Pomelow d/b/a Olde Thyme Primitives regarding the conduct of a retail sales business at the location of the former China Gen’l Store at 9 Main Street in China, Maine.  The property is identified by China Tax Map 62, Lot 63 in Rural District within the East Basin Watershed of China Lake.  
· Debra and Rick Pomelow addressed the Board.  Mrs. Pomelow revealed that her business had been established for two and a half years, selling home décor and hand made products by local artisans, including jewelry, dolls, signs, shelves and stands.  Mrs. Pomelow also said that she does order some things from catalogs and tries to order items made only in the U.S.A.  
· Board Member Dudley asked about the hours of operation.  Mrs. Pomelow responded that the hours would be Tuesday through Friday from 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m, Saturday from 9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m. and closed on Sundays and Mondays.  Mrs. Pomelow stated that she usually has no more than five to ten cars per day.  She indicated that she also has two open houses per year on Saturdays which are held inside, never outside.  
· Chairman Breton asked if the fuel tanks were gone.  Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Pierz responded, “Yes.”  

· Mrs. Pomelow thanked CEO Pierz for all of his help and for explaining why there were specific rules in place.  

· CEO Pierz reviewed all of the submitted application materials.  CEO Pierz stated there was one Warranty Deed and one Quick Claim Deed for the property.  Chairman Breton questioned why there were two deeds.  Mrs. Pomelow confirmed that both deeds had been signed over to her.  CEO Pierz pointed out there were documents pertaining to removal of the underground fuel tanks as well.  Board Member Dudley made a motion that the application was complete.  Board Member Wilkens seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

· Review of the Conditional Use Criteria commenced.

· Criterion #1 – Mrs. Pomelow met with the State Fire Marshal and went through the shop and he explained what was needed, including emergency exit lights and fire extinguishers.   Once Mrs. Pomelow obtains those items, she could then submit for her Fire Marshal permit.  

· Criterion #2 – CEO Pierz said he was contacted by China Village Fire Chief Tim Theriault who stated there were no problems with emergency vehicle access.  The Town was waiting for formal communication from the China Rescue Chief.
· Criterion #3 – Chairman Breton asked about external lights and stated that if they wanted external lighting they would need a permit from the CEO to do so.  Mrs. Pomelow responded that she would contact CEO Pierz about a permit for a light outside the front of the building and around the corner.  

· Criterion #4 – There was no discussion.

· Criterion #5 – Board Member Wall inquired about summer hours.  Mrs. Pomelow indicated she does not change her hours for the different seasons.   Chairman Breton reiterated that if she ever did want the hours changed now would be the time to do so.  Mrs. Pomelow said that she would like to change the hours now to Monday through Friday from 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. and Saturday from 9:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.  Board Member Wall also asked about the open houses.  Mrs. Pomelow stated they would still be from 9:00am to 3:00pm on Saturdays.  

· Criterion #6 –Chairman Breton asked how the owners could enforce the way people will leave the parking lot.  Mr. Pomelow pointed out that parking spots would be marked.  Board Member Dudley clarified that Chairman Breton was suggesting removing the wording in the application regarding the way people would leave the parking area as the applicant really did not have control over her patron’s driving habits.  Mrs. Pomelow agreed and chose to remove the sentence regarding the way vehicles would leave the parking area.  
· Criterion #7 and #8 – There was no discussion

· Criterion #9 – CEO Pierz reiterated that the septic tank was on the Riggs’ property and there was no known easement.  However, the Sylvester’s deed allowed for an easement to the septic on the Sylvester property.  Board Member Soares inquired if the Riggs’ had indicated there was any problem with the Pomelow’s using the septic.  Mrs. Pomelow said Mrs. Riggs’ father was aware of the prospective business and that she would eventually like to obtain an easement from Mrs. Riggs.  

· Criterion #10 – # 15 there was no discussion
· Chairman Breton asked the Board if there were any conditions to be attached.  Board Member Dudley responded, “No” and the Board agreed.  
· Board Member Dudley made a motion that no public hearing would be needed.  Board Member Soares seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Chairman Breton explained that CEO Pierz would work with the Board to draft the Findings of Fact which would be presented at the next meeting scheduled for October 8, 2013.  Mrs. Pomelow inquired if she needed to be present for that meeting and Chairman Breton responded, “Yes”.  Mr. Pomelow pointed out that the anticipated opening date of this location would be Memorial Day weekend in 2014.

Consideration of the review of Conditional Use Permit Application #09-09242013 by Nichole Grassi d/b/a “De-Tails” Salon for Pets regarding the conduct of a pet grooming business at the location of 1092 Lakeview Drive in China, Maine.  The property is owned by Nancy Perkins and identified by China Tax Map 53, Lot 52 in a Shoreland District within the East Basin Watershed of China Lake.    

· Nichole Grassi addressed the Board.  Mrs. Grassi stated she had been doing pet grooming for twenty-one (21) years, self employed for thirteen (13) years.  Mrs. Grassi revealed that she still has a salon in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire and that she has four years of veterinary medicine experience.  Mrs. Grassi said that China is a very pleasant community and thanked CEO Pierz for helping her with the application process.  She confirmed she had obtained a dog registration list from the Town and hopes to open as soon as possible.     
· Review of the application materials commenced.  The building is owned by Nancy Perkins and was previously occupied by Jem’s Country Gifts.  CEO Pierz mentioned that Mrs. Perkins had called the office to offer her support for the project.  

· Board Member Wilkens asked if there would be outside pens.  Mrs. Grassi answered that there would be no outdoor pens, no daycare or boarding.  Her anticipated hours of operation would be Monday through Friday from 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. and Saturday from 8:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.  Mrs. Grassi stated she plans to keep both businesses open and she will run the business in China as she now lives here.

· Board Member Dudley made a motion that the application was complete.  Board Member Wilkens seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Review of Conditional Use Criteria commenced.
· Criterion #1 – 5, there was no discussion.
· Criterion #6 – Chairman Breton asked how the pedestrian flow would be maintained at all times.  Board Member Dudley pointed out that the Board would not require her to do so and suggested she not require that of herself.  Mrs. Grassi explained that the parking area faces the building and that it would make sense for people to back around and pull out.   It was decided to strike the information regarding exiting the parking area.

· Criterion #7 – Board Member Soares asked how she controls barking dogs, and Mrs. Grassi stated she has a “clicker” that stops the dogs from barking. She reiterated that it was not a shock collar but a high frequency noise is omitted when she clicks the button. 

· Criterion #8 – There was no discussion.
· Criterion #9 – Mrs. Grassi indicated on average she could see ten dogs per day, approximately  two to three per hour and outdoor waste removal would be done every night.  Board Member Soares asked what she would do with a dog once she has completed the grooming.  Mrs. Grassi indicated she would call the owner once completed and give them a twenty minute window to come pick up their pet.    
· Criterion #10 and #11 – There was no discussion.
· Criterion #12 – Board Member Wall inquired if there was a separate drilled well or was it shared with the Perkins family.  Mrs. Grassi said she was not sure.  CEO Pierz stated his belief that it was one well.  Mrs. Grassi acknowledged that she used no more than approximately forty gallons of water per day.  CEO Pierz, through Chairman Breton, asked if there would be a dog bathtub. If there were to be plumbing fixtures, Mrs. Grassi would be required to apply for a plumbing permit once she was ready. 
· Criterion #13 – #15 – There was no discussion.
· Board Member Dudley asked to revisit Criterion #2.  Board Member Dudley suggested that since a review had recently been completed by both the China Fire and Rescue for Rose Bouchard at this same location, that it may not be necessary this time around.   Board Member Soares expressed his hesitancy and said that the Board did not know how the set up was today or if there had been any changes.  Board Member Dudley explained that the site had not changed since the last business application.  Chairman Breton stated that the CEO could investigate and give the Board a determination.  

· Board Member Dudley made a motion that no public hearing would be needed.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Board Member Dudley suggested that if any time down the road Mrs. Grassi would like to expand the hours, she should do so now which would give her more flexibility.  Mrs. Grassi agreed and requested to change the hours of operation to Monday through Friday from 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m. and Saturday from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.   

Break 7:51pm

Re-convened 7:54pm

Additional Business 
· Discuss proposed revisions to the conditional use review criteria, China Land Development Code, Chapter 2, Land Use Ordinance, Section 6, Administration, Subsection B(VII) Conditional Use Permits.

· Chairman Breton pointed out that this had been tabled until June, 2014.  Chairman Breton confirmed that he had received comments from the Town Manager but nothing from the Select Board yet.  Chairman Breton stated he would contact Select Board Chairman Peter Foote directly.  Board Member Dudley acknowledged that the Town Manager had provided good observations.  Chairman Breton said he needs to speak with Chairman Foote before moving further.  CEO Pierz mentioned that Board Member Pierce had suggested getting information to the Select Board and CEO Pierz suggested that when the draft document is produced he would then provide it to the Town Manager to give to the Select Board.  Chairman Breton confirmed that he would send the current draft directly to the Select Board asking for comments from that Board.  Chairman Breton reiterated that he would like the Boards to work together and share more information.  
· Discussion on Robert’s Rules of Order, quorum requirements, conduct of public hearings, etc.

· Chairman Breton addressed the Board .  He stated he understands that everyone has responsibilities and injuries, etc. but they all wanted to be Board members and sometimes that means having to make sacrifices.  Board Member Dudley expressed that it was not fair to the public when the Board could not meet quorum and have to cancel a meeting.  Chairman Breton agreed and asked the Board to try their hardest to be present and at least to make quorum.  He said that if a Board Member knows they cannot attend a meeting, to please let him know so that information can be disseminated before 7:00p.m.to be posted on the website, etc.  
· CEO Pierz confirmed that he would be away a lot during October but would try to not let it affect business.  CEO Pierz said he would be present for the October 8, 2013 meeting and indicated there would be two more proposals, including review of the Findings of Fact for both application reviewed during tonight’s meeting.  The following were applications coming forward:    

· Peter Haskell would be coming before the Board regarding the use of the former Taylor’s Ski Shop building.  

· Thadius Barber would be coming to the Board regarding exhuming the underground fuel tanks at the Market & Deli.  
· CEO Pierz also stated that Mr. Barber was making a schedule to get things going on the Fieldstone Quikstop expansion.  CEO Pierz has met with Ben Murray (Coffin Engineering), Dick Dolby (MUBEC Third Party Inspector) and Mike Chick (Maine-X earth mover).  CEO Pierz also pointed out that Maine Ex would be excavating the wet pond at Fieldstone and Mr. Barber hopes to use them at the Market & Deli to exhume the fuel tanks.  CEO Pierz affirmed that he would keep the Board posted.
· Chairman Breton revealed that Board Member Pierce did not submit her nomination paperwork to run for the Planning Board again.  The submittal date was September 21, 2013 at 11:00a.m.   Chairman Breton stated Board Member Pierce resides in District 3 so if any Board members know anyone in that District that may be interested in running, to give them the heads up.  
Adjourn:

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting October 8, 2013
Motion to accept scheduling of the next meeting and adjournment made by Board Member Wall.
Motion seconded by Board Member Soares.

Unanimously approved with no further discussion.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:05pm
Respectfully Submitted, Tracy Cunningham: Planning Board Secretary
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