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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office – 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine

APPROVED Minutes of December 17, 2013
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Kyle Pierce
Board Members Not Present:  James Wilkens, Frank Soares
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Not Present

Attendees:  William Seekins, Mary Grow, Thadius Barber, James Coffin, Peter Foote
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Minutes

Review draft meeting minutes of November 26, 2013.

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Pierce
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
Old Business
Review an amended parking and traffic flow site plan revised by E.S. Coffin Engineering regarding a proposal by Thadius Barber (Barber Investments LLC) d/b/a Dollar Deals concerning the conduct of a commercial use at the location of 306 Route 3 in China, Maine.  The property is identified by China Tax Map 17, Lot 54 in a Resource Protection District in the East Basin Watershed of China Lake.  
· Thadius Barber addressed the Board.  Mr. Barber stated his proposal to open a Dollar Deals store at the previous location of the Market and Deli convenience store.  Mr. Barber stated he had increased the parking area and the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) wanted to increase the parking for the building in the area behind the store.  E.S.Coffin Engineering created a new site plan.  James Coffin addressed the Board and provided the old site plan and the newly revised site plan.  The new plan accounts for eight hundred and eighty (880) square feet of retail space and allows for five (5) more parking spaces at the business and more parking spaces for the building in the area behind the store.  Mr. Coffin confirmed they had added some pervious area and also removed some.  The door located on the westerly side of the building will be for deliveries.
· Chairman Breton pointed out that one of the concerns was the parking area shared with the abutting property occupied by Adams Realty.    Prior to the meeting, Chairman Breton reviewed the newly proposed site plan with Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Pierz and Larry Adams, owner of Adams Realty.  Mr. Adams indicated he had no problems with the proposed project but was concerned that tractor trailer trucks may not have enough room to pull in for deliveries.  Mr. Coffin revealed that employee parking will be at the westerly side of the building.  Mr. Adams and Mr. Barber have agreed that Mr. Adams would not remove the existing barriers.  Mr. Adams stated that the MDOT was okay with the barrier remaining in the right of way.  It was also stated that vehicles would not be able to drive completely around the building due to elevation differences.  
· Board Member Wall asked about the employee parking at the side of the building. Mr. Barber said there would only be one to two employees at a time at the store.  
· Mr. Barber stated that most deliveries would occur before business hours and expected to have approximately four (4) deliveries per week.  
· Board Member Dudley asked if parking area was normally determined based on the square footage of buildings and does that include storage areas.  Mr. Coffin said, “yes”.  
· Select Board Chairman Peter Foote asked if the MDOT would have “No Parking” signs similar to those near Fieldstone Quikstop.  Mr. Barber stated he would like to have such signs installed.   Mr. Foote said the Town could help accommodate acquiring the signs.  Mr. Foote indicated that the Town would need the measurement of the road frontage.  Mr. Coffin pointed out on the revised site plan showed all of the measurements and that the property had been surveyed.  
· Board Member Wall made a motion to accept the revised parking and traffic flow site plan.  Board Member Dudley seconded the motion. There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
New Business
None 
Additional Business 
· Thurston Park Committee II Member William Seekins addressed the Board and provided updated maps of Thurston Park.  Mr. Seekins said that the approach to the bridge over Yorktown Brook was drained, filled and armored with stone to avoid washouts.  Mr. Seekins confirmed that at times the water in that area was over two (2) feet deep.  Parking areas have been set up and marked on the maps.  Mr. Seekins said that the old wooden diversion system that had directed water across the road had worked for a long time.  However, approximately one and a half (1.5) years ago it got plugged up and water broke through the diversion area and a pool of water formed, topped over and ran down the road, eroding the road away.  Improvements have now re-directed the water back across the road where it originally was.  Robin Tobey drained and re-graded the road so a pool of water cannot re-form.  
· Near the Eastern Loop of the park water would run quite quickly across the road during the Spring. Culverts had been installed three (3) times and always washed out.  Robin Tobey graded the area and widened out an area where water would pass through a larger channel, and large stone was added. Mr. Seekins stated that water was now flowing through the stone and people could drive and walk over it.  A two (2) foot mud hole was drained, filled with gravel and graded with water now running off to the side.  
· On the West side of the park almost two (2) miles of foot trails were built along with some bridges.  The Youth Conservation Corps built a bridge in the Southwest corner of the park.  
· Mr. Seekins reiterated that a lot of dramatic changes had occurred in the past year.  Meetings will be held this Winter to discuss what will happen next.  Mr. Seekins said that the Committee was looking to apply again to the Maine Trails Grant Program to fund additional work around the Eastern side of the park.  The most critical work has been done with the exception of one (1) large puddle to be drained and fixed but the Committee did not have enough funds to complete that work at this time.  
· The Board expressed their gratitude to all involved and praised all of the hard work that has been put in.  Mr. Seekins stated he approximated over $7,000 dollars worth of volunteer time at $10.00 per hour had been put in, as well as over $7,000 of other contributions.  Mr. Seekins pointed out that Robin Tobey gave the Committee a significant discount on all of the work and materials he provided.
Adjourn:

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meetings January 14, 2014.  
Motion to accept scheduling of the next meetings and adjournment made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall.

Unanimously approved with no further discussion.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:31pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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