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Who is on this committee?
Dolly Batteese, Irene Belanger, Jenny Clair, Beth Preston, Dan L’Heureux, Paul MacDonald, Janet Preston, Frank Soares, Sheri Wilkens, and Dale Worster.

What is the purpose of your committee?
The purpose of the committee is to fulfill the Town of China’s Comprehensive Plan directive to provide lake access and waterfront recreational opportunities for its residents. 

What “Comprehensive Plan” directive?
The plan states “China Lake plays a pivotal role in the community, and providing public access to the lake for fishing, boating, swimming, and winter sports is an important public concern.  There is no public beach or park on China Lake.”  It also says, “Access to China Lake is probably the highest-priority issue. …  Ideally, the Town should have a public park on the lake with a picnic area, beach, and adequate parking.”  Furthermore The Comprehensive Plan recommended: “The Town of China will form a committee to investigate expansion of public access to China Lake for swimming and boating.  Such investigation shall consider acquisition of lakefront property.” 											Reference Chapter 12, pp 113 – 116.

Does the community support it?
Public lake access has been a priority for the China community for many years, as is indicated in China’s Comprehensive Plan.  In April of 2007, voters accepted and matched a grant of $25,000 from Fairpoint Communications to purchase lakefront property for the residents of China.  A Lake Access Reserve Account was also created at this time to hold the funds. In 2008, voters moved $59,025 from a Ceska Reserve Account to the Lake Access Reserve Account.  (The Lake Access Reserve Account balance is currently about $122,000.)  These two votes emphasize the strong desire and continued commitment to acquire a China community beach.

Where is the property likely to be located?
The China Lake Access Feasibility Committee has been looking for a property that is centrally located in China with high relative visibility that suits our needs.  We are fortunate that The Cabins at China Lake (Formerly Candlewood) on Lakeview Drive is for sale right now, and the town has entered into a Purchase & Sale agreement with its owners, Wachusett Properties, Inc.

Why this property?    
The Cabins property includes about three acres on the lake side of Lakeview Drive and about six acres across the street.  The committee has looked at several properties and has found that The Cabins (formerly Candlewood) fits our criteria best for the following reasons:  it is handicapped accessible with a gradually sloping water entry, it has high relative visibility from the road, there is already a large updated septic system in place, there is a vast area on the east side of the road for hiking trails, athletics, and other recreational activities, it has plenty of room for parking, and it is located fairly close to the public schools and town office, creating a central destination.  Another benefit to this property is that we will be able to preserve its current use as a place for people to enjoy the lake.  In addition, we have negotiated a fair price for an invaluable and lasting asset for the town of China.

Will you keep the cabins on the property?
Ultimately, most of the cabins will be sold to maximize green space at the park.  Some will be converted into changing rooms, offices, and storage space.  Initially, some may also be rented out to support the operation of the property.  

What are the benefits to having a China Community Park?
Having a community park addresses our town priorities in a meaningful way.  With thoughtful planning we can create “quality of place” and build common ground in our community.  A community park will provide opportunities for recreational and social activity and encourage community building, making the town of China a more desirable place to live.  People of all generations will be able to use the park for numerous activities such as swimming, boating, concerts, and get-togethers.  The park will also be of economic benefit for the town, providing job opportunities for prospective park employees and attracting patrons to local businesses. Furthermore, outside activities promote a healthier lifestyle.

How will a community park help China Lake?
The more people who have a vested interest in China Lake, the greater chance we have to improve lake water quality.  Inviting all property owners in 
China to enjoy the lake in a very personal way gives everyone a reason to want to take care of it.  China residents who use the park will be regularly exposed to exemplary lake practices such as buffer strips, rain gardens, and other responsible lake practices.  In addition, this property may provide an education center/home base for the China Lake Association and the China Region lakes Alliance, which runs the China Conservation Corps, the Courtesy Boat Inspection program, and various educational opportunities.  

What is the cost of this project and how will it be paid for?
The cost of the nine-acre property (The Cabins at China Lake) is $575,000, quite close to the appraised value.  At the moment there is about $122,000 in China’s Lake Access Reserve Account.  Initially, we would supplement that with $475,000 of the Town’s unrestricted fund balance in order to purchase The Cabins by December 31, 2013.  We are simultaneously launching an ambitious fundraising campaign, with the help of a professional fundraiser, to repay the fund.  We are seeking grants, corporate donations, and private gifts toward the project.

Can we afford it?
It is the intention of the committee to raise all of the funds necessary to purchase The Cabins, so minimal tax revenue is needed.  The town of China is in a very good financial position to make this purchase.  Bar Harbor Bank and Trust has agreed to give us a loan and is happy to do business with us.  We are financially stable and currently have very little debt.  

What about the tax revenue lost from the previous owners of the property?
The tax revenue lost would be insignificant compared to the total tax revenue of about $6 million the Town receives.  Currently, The Cabins pay $7,243.47 on the 9.37-acre parcel we wish to purchase.  This equates to about one-tenth of one percent of the town’s total tax revenue.  In other words, the effect would be negligible.  The economic and recreational benefits to the Town far outweigh this minimal loss.

How will the beach be supervised?
In keeping with the tradition of other Maine communities with lakefront parks, ours will be self-regulated.  The proposed location was selected in part because it is easily visible from the road.  The park will become part of the local police officer’s rounds and a variety of rules regarding acceptable behavior on the premises will be posted and enforced.  (The Town regularly has Sheriffs from the Kennebec Sheriff’s Office and State Police Officers patrolling on Lakeview Drive.)

What kinds of activities will be available?
You have the best answer to this question.  What would you like?  Ideas include swim lessons, canoe and kayak rentals, picnic area, BBQ areas, summer concerts, tennis, skating, ski and hiking trails, sports fields, and disc golf.  The possibilities are endless!  This space will be a wonderful opportunity to bring the community together in a variety of ways and for all ages.

How will a community park affect the town’s economy?
A community park will improve the economy of the town, attracting new residents to the community who will purchase houses and help to support local businesses.  Young couples look for a place to live that provides opportunities for family activities and an enhanced quality of life.

Can’t I just go to the beach out of town?
There is no public swimming area within 12 miles of China.   The Alfond Youth Center, Lake Saint George, and Damariscotta Lake are all a drive away.  It doesn’t make sense to have to drive to a beach or pool when we have this amazing resource right here in China.  Furthermore, it would be a shame if someone lived near China Lake and never got to set foot in the water or learn how to swim!

If I have more questions what should I do?
The China Lake Access Feasibility Committee’s meetings are open to the public.  They are currently held every other evening at 6:30 p.m. at the China Town Office.  You can also speak to any of the committee members or email Dan L’Heureux at danl@chinamaine.org.

How can I help?
Spread your support for the project, inform your neighbor, offer to volunteer, and vote on November 5th to support the purchase of the property.  Also, no donation is too small or too large.  Make checks out to the Town of China with Lake Access Fund in the memo.  Thank you for your support!
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The Town of China thanks you for your tax-deductible contribution!
Please return to: China Town Office, 571 Lakeview Dr. China, ME  04358.


